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Games and Homeschool Might Be the 
Perfect Match 

 
Remote learning can be as effective as it is complicated. Since it is new territory, parents and 
teachers alike may feel lost. By looking to activities that encourage learning and engage the 
student, families can help kids truly prosper in their educational endeavors. 
 
All children learn differently, but one thing most children have in common is a love of games. 
Why not use games as a tool for at-home learning? To that end, the Montana Coalition of Home 
Educators offers the following tips and information: 
 
Let Your Kid’s Artistic Side Shine 
In traditional schooling, art programs are critical to a child’s development. Unfortunately, art is 
often the most overlooked too. The arts can improve a child’s concentration, memory and critical 
thinking skills. Art also teaches patience. Children who draw or craft learn that practice can 
make perfect. 
 
For younger kids, crafts can help with fine motor skills. Scholastic explains that children in 
kindergarten may use arts and crafts to tell stories. They also have a higher attention span for 
creative projects. Teach students how to cut and paste patterns or to hole punch. For different 
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holidays and seasons, come up with crafts that make sense, such as paper flowers in the spring 
or snowflakes in the winter. 
 
If your kid loves to journal, consider allowing him or her to create a customized journal. He or 
she can draw or use paper cutouts to decorate it. Arts and crafts can also be used in history 
lessons. Kids could create traditional houses from different time periods out of a variety of 
materials. You could also have them design a magazine cover based on historical events. When 
using paper, always use eco-friendly or recycled paper goods to teach your kids responsible 
habits. Seemingly small lessons can make a big impact. 
 
Load Up the PC for Online Games 
The internet is full of safe, free and fun educational games for children. When kids play online 
games, they may not realize that they’re learning. The sounds, colors and integration of fun and 
learning create the perfect situation for kids to blossom. 
 
Since the internet is also full of poorly designed and inappropriate games, it helps to know 
where to look. Here are some reliable spots to find kid-friendly and educational online games: 

● PBS Kids Games 
● Funbrain 
● GoNoodle 
● BrainPop Jr 
● Buzzmath 
 

If your device lags or buffers, it might be time for an upgrade. Luckily, moms and dads can snag 
affordable deals on pre-owned electronics, and even turn in their old gadgets to keep costs low.  
 
Keep the Games Under Control 
While you may encourage your children to have fun and see the benefits of gaming, it is still 
your responsibility to ensure that they play safely and do not consume too much media during 
the day. Screen time limits and parental controls are fair. 
 
Good Morning America suggests that you set up an account for yourself on all gaming consoles. 
All consoles have settings for parental controls. When you set up a login for your children, you 
can dictate what they can and cannot do on their accounts. 
 
When setting parental controls and screen time limits, use it as an opportunity to teach 
responsibility and adhering to agreements. Consider creating a family contract that sets realistic 
goals for your children while using electronic devices and media. Guidelines might include: 

● How to care for the device 
● How to stay safe online 
● How to behave while gaming online 
 

When you have understandable rules and set reasonable consequences, children are more 
likely to respect those rules. 
 
Homeschooling may not feel like it is for everyone, but there is much to glean when your family 
elects to participate. As a parent, don’t let yourself sweat too hard. Look into educational games 
to create a more fun, engaging environment for your kid. 
 
The Montana Coalition of Home Educators offer information, support groups, resources and 
much more with the goal of enriching your family’s journey. Be sure to connect today! 
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