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Choosing 1o Home Educate ...

Parents decide to home school their children for many reasons. Home school parents are unique individuals
with many different reasons for starting homeschooling and often continue because of the many benefits.

Academic success - Studies show homeschool students do as well and often better than conventional
school students.

One-on-one instruction - Tutorial method’s superiority provides more child-adult interaction, feedback and
behavior reinforcement. It is difficult to find a classroom teacher that would not agree on the value of one-
on-one instruction. Anytime one teacher can spend quality time with one student, the student is the real
winner.

Customized education - The flexibility of home education will provide motivation for your children, to ex-
pand their gifts and abilities.

Individualized instruction -The child is able to progress at his own pace with individualized curriculum.

Special needs - Children with learning disabilities and handicaps often do better in a warm and loving envi-
ronment.

Family closeness and unity - Provides respect for parental authority and is not undermined by outside
influences. The more time that families spend together improves family unity and closeness. It is a special
time for all families when the children are growing up.

Religious / Spiritual - Ability to integrate religious and spiritual training into all areas of learning, thereby
instilling moral values and building character. The opportunity to select curriculum to build on the biblical
values in the child’s life is often a primary motivation.

Positive, integrated socialization with better communication and respect between all age groups. This is
especially true in large families, where the older children assist with the education of their younger sib-
lings. This is not possible in an institutional setting where age/grade isolation/segregation inhibits social-
ization.

Fosters independent thinking, leadership skills and self-confidence, while avoiding damaging peer de-
pendency. Again, in a typical classroom setting, the student is only with others his/her own age. And often
an attitude develops toward taking direction and counsel more from others their own age, than their own
parents. Home educated children often develop leadership skills early and avoid the trap of following oth-
ers that may go the wrong direction.

More time for development of special talents and interests, creative activities, travel, field trips and com-
munity service.

Flexibility to work around the father’s work hours and plan travel experiences.

Development of responsibility and respect for work ethic. Home schooled children realize early that they
enjoy a unique educational experience and freedom where they are not confined in specific time and
space barriers. Home education is often referred to as three dimensional education.

This publication; Tée Mostana Guide 2o Home Education, is designed to provide answers to many of your questions,
as well as serve as an ongoing resource to parents presently involved in home education.

| hope that you enjoy reading T4e Guide, and that it answers many of your questions about homeschooling in
Montana. Also take time to visit the Montana Coalition of Home Educators’ web site for additional current
home education information and updates: www.mtche.org.

Best Wishes in Your Homeschooling Endeavours,

Steve White
Publisher



www.mtche.org
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BIBLE-BASED CURRICULUM

Call for our
FREE catalog

We olso have character-building
storybooks, coloring books,
and periodicals.

The goal of our curriculum is te
- Teach awareness of God
+ Develop godly character
- Encourage godly living
- Provide sound academics
upon which to build for
future service to the Lord.
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Learn more at www.MathUSee.com m Math'U‘See
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Facts and Statistics....
1997-98

2007

Active and Visible in American Life

Growing at the rate of 15% to 40% per year, there are 520,000
to 1,000,000 chidren (grades K-12) home educated during
1994-1995. (Patricia M. Lines, 1991; Brian D. Ray, 1992,
1995.)

“Not once but twice yesterday, the House corrected a problem
in an education bill that had homeschoolers in an uproar
and congressional switchboards swamped for a week.” The
House voted with home educators, 424-1. (Carol Innerst,
The Washington Times, 2/25/94.)

Home education families are not dependent on public, tax-fund-
ed resources — they save taxpayers many millions of dollars.
(Brian D. Ray, 1995.)

Academic Achievement

The largest data set on the academic success of the home
educated reveals positive things. 16,311 students from
across the country were tested with the nationally normed
lowa Test of Basic Skills. The nationwide average for the
home schooled on the Basic Battery (i.e., reading, language,
and math) was the 77" percentile. They were at the 79" per-
centile in reading, the 73 in language, and the 73 in math.
(The national average is the 50" percentile.) (HSLDA, 1994).

Canada’s largest study of its kind revealed similar findings on
the academic success of the home educated. Dr. Brian Ray
found the students scoring, on average, at the 80" percen-
tile in reading, the 76" in language, and the 79" in math.
Students whose parents were certified teachers did no better
than the other students. (Brian D. Ray, 1994)

Dr. Steven Duvall compared the academic engaged time (AET)
and basic skill development of learning disabled students who
were home educated to those in public school special educa-
tion programs. Higher rates of AET and greater academic
gains were made by the home educated.” ... parents, even
without special education training, provided powerful instruc-
tional environments at home ...” (Steven F. Duvall, 1994.)

The Home Educated as Adults

Drs. Paulo de Oliveiro, Timothy Watson, and Joe Sutton studied
Christian college-age students at a large liberal arts, Christian
university. They compared three groups — those who had
graduated from two types of private schools and those from
home schools. There were no statistically significant differ-
ences in various critical thinking skills among the student
groups. That is, the home educated did as well as the others.
(Paulo Oliveiro, Timothy G. Watson & Joe P. Sutton, 1994.)

Public school, conventional Christian schools, and home school
graduates at a large, Christian liberal arts university were
examined and compared for their college academic pre-
paredness and college academic achievement. Dr. Rhonda
Galloway found that the home educated performed as well
or better than the others on these measures. (Rhonda A.
Galloway, 1994.)

General Characteristics

Continued growth in the home education movement parallels
a simultaneous decline in the enroliment in other forms of
education. About 1.1 to 1.5 million students in grades K to 12
were home educated during 1997-1998.2, and in the Fall of
1998 1.4 million students®

Key reasons for home educating are the transmission of a dis-
tinct set of beliefs and values to children, close family relation-
ships, controlled and positive peer social interactions, quality
academics, alternative approaches to teaching and learning,
and the safety (e.g., physical, drug-related, and sexual) of
children and youth.

Social Responsibility and Mutual Respect

Patricia Lines of the U.S. Dept. of Education concluded that
home education families “... have not turned their backs on
the broader social contract as understood at the time of the
Founding [of America). [They are] ... asserting their historic
individual rights so that they may form more meaningful
bonds with family and community. In doing so, they are not
abdicating from the American agreement. To the contrary,
they are affirming it.

Home educators and their families are not dependent on public,
tax-funded resources. (In Oregon, they appear to be saving
taxpayers at least $61 million per year.” Neither do they,
in general, have a strong desire for access to tax-funded
resources. Their children are learning well, they do not need
or want more state regulation and will strongly oppose it, and
the parents will not likely be coaxed into more regulation by
the lure of offered services. They want to be understood and
treated as people and educators of integrity.

Academic Achievement

Dr. Howard Richman and his colleagues have found that the
home educated in Pennsylvania score, on average, at the
86th percentile in reading and the 73rd percentile in math.
(The national average is the 50th percentile.)

Repeatedly, across the nation, the home educated score as
well as or better than those in conventional schools. (See
the book Strengths of Their Own mentioned below and Fact
Sheets 1 and 2.)

Social and Emotional Adjustment

Dr. Larry Shyers observed children in their play and group inter-
action activities. Conventionally schooled children had signifi-
cantly more problem behaviors than did the home educated.
This is probably because the primary models of behavior for
the home educated are their parents.

Home educated children are more mature and better socialized
than are those sent to school, according to Thomas Smed-
ley’s personal interaction and communications approach to
understanding socialization.

Copyright © 1993, 1999, 2007 by Brian D. Ray, Ph.D.

General Characteristics

There were an estimated 1,900,000 to 2,400,000 children
(grades K-12) home educated during 2005-2006 in the United
States. It may be the fastest growing form of education, grow-
ing at 5-12% per year.

Families engaged in home-based education are not dependent
on public, tax funded resources for their children’s educa-
tion. This represents over $16 billion that American taxpayers
do not have to spend (since these children are not in public
schools).

A demographically wide variety of people homeschool - these are
atheists, Christians and Mormons; conservatives, libertarians,
and liberals; low-, middle-, and high-income families; black,
Hispanic, and white; parents with Ph.D.s, GEDs, and no high-
school diplomas.

Homeschool students are regularly engaged in field trips, scout-
ing, 4-H, and community volunteer work, and their parents
(i.e., their main role models) are significantly more civically
involved than are public school parents

Academic Achievement

The home-educated students typically score 15-30 percentile
points above public-school students on standardized aca-
demic achievement tests.

Homeschool students score above average on achievement
tests regardless of the parents’ level of education or income.
Whether homeschooling parents were ever certified teachers
is not related to their children’s academic achievement.

Degree of state control and regulation of homeschooling is not
related to academic achievement.

Home-educated students typically score above average on
the SAT and ACT tests that colleges consider for admis-
sions. Homeschool students are increasingly being actively
recruited by colleges.

Repeatedly, across the nation, the home educated score as well
as or better than those in conventional schools.

The Home Educated as Adults

Nationwide research recently revealed that adults who were
home educated are more civically and politically involved
(e.g., working in political campaigns, voting, and writing let-
ters to editors and government officials), more active in local
community service, and complete more college-level studies
than does the general U.S. adult population.

A study of adults who were home educated found that none were
unemployed and none were on welfare, 94% said home edu-
cation prepared them to be independent persons, 79% said
it helped them interact with individuals from different levels
of society, and they strongly supported the home education
method.

Recent research shows that homeschool graduates are active in
their local community and government.

National Home Education Research Institute is actively engaged in collecting and analyzing original research data. A subscription to the journal Home School Researcher
will keep you abreast of the ever-growing body of research in the area of home education. An extensive bibliography (including the above references) and various research
papers are also available from NHERI. Donations assist greatly in the essential work of the non-profit, 501©(3), NHERI.

NATIONAL HOME EDUCATION RESEARCH INSTITUTE
Attn: Brian D. Ray, Ph.D.

PO Box 13939, Salem, OR 97309 (503-354-1490) www.nheri.org
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Though home education has been
part of Montana’s history for many
years, for the past 25 years it has con-
tinued to increase in popularity. And in
the last ten years the number of par-
ents choosing this form of education
has grown at an even greater rate.

In 1895 and 1903 the Montana leg-
islature acknowledged homeschools.
In 1980 Attorney General Mike Gree-
ley issued an opinion, stating that
the 1971 legislature had done away
with home education with the school
recodification bill. The 1971 bill was
limited to cleaning up the statutes and
was to bring no “substantive changes”
in the education laws. As a result of
Greeley’s opinion (what many regard-
ed as erroneous), some homeschool-
ers were forced into court to defend
their right to direct the education of
their children.

Advocates of parental control and
choice in education worked to obtain
protection for home and private edu-
cation in the 1983 legislative session.
There were several bills introduced
in that session that were seeking
to severely restrict alternatives to
public education. The Senate wrote
a compromise bill seeking to balance
parent’s rights and state’s interests.
The present home schooling require-
ments were adopted in that session
(20-5-109 MCA\). The State Board of
Education was then asked to clarify
the reporting requirements of this new
law.

As recorded in the CLASS Review,
Helena, MT 09/16/83, “The state
Board of Public Education formally
relinquished all interest and control
over private education Thursday. By
unanimous vote, the board approved
a motion by Thomas Thompson of
Browning declaring that it will take no
further action of any kind with relation
to non-public schools.

“The motion pre-empted the
scheduled discussion of a special
committee’s recommendation that the

board adopt a formal definition of the
term ‘organized course of study’ as
used in the 1983 law outlining mini-
mum re-

and Senate and signed by Republican

Governor Stephens. It added another

section of law to Montana’s statutes
(20-5-111 MCA) which

quirements
for private
schools in
Montana.
“The
vote came
moments
after Rick
Bartos, an
attorney for
the Office
of Public
Instruction,
presented
a legal
memoran-
dum stating
the new law
took the
state com-
pletely out
of private
education.
‘The time
has come

MCHE Executive Committee members
Steve White (left) and Mark Gerber (right)
prepare to present testimony with HSLDA
President Michael Farris before the Mon-
tana House Education Committee in 1991.

clarified the “responsibil-
ities and rights of a par-
ent who provides home
school and rights of a
child in home school”.

This new statute
listed four areas that the
home educating parent
is “solely” responsible
for: the educational
philosophy of the home
school; the selection
of instructional materi-
als; the time, place and
method of instruction;
and; the evaluation
of the home school
instruction. The result
of our home schooling
laws of Montana has
provided a freedom in
education unknown in
many states.

For a number of

to lay the

non-public issue to rest.” he said. ‘The
legislature has spoken and they have
spoken clearly.’

“Bartos later challenged the board
to save its energies for the needs of
public schools. ‘Non-public schools
in Montana have a greater flexibility
today than they have in many other
states,’ he said. ‘The public education-
al system in Montana is our primary
focus and cannot be ignored.”

In the 1991 legislative session the
Montana School Boards Association
and School Administrators of Montana
attempted to pass adverse legislation
against home education. Their bill
failed. But in the same session, the
Montana Coalition of Home Educators
worked with Senator Del Gage (Cut
Bank) to draft a bill supporting home
education. This bill was passed over-
whelmingly by a Democratic House

sessions since, few bills
had been introduced
that represented significant changes
to Montana’s homeschool laws. But
in the 2003 session, several bills
appeared that once again required

homeschoolers from across the state
to travel to Helena to fight against.

Representative Carol Juneau (D-
Browning) introduced HB274. This bill
was designed to raise the compulsory
attendance age from the present 16 to
18. Rep. Juneau’s reason for introduc-
ing this bill was related to the 55%
high school dropout rate on Montana
Indian reservations. MCHE strongly
opposed this bill. Fortunately it died in
the House Education Committee.

The next and biggest bill that was
introduced was another testing bill;
SB276. Senator Don Ryan (D-Great
Falls) began working on a bill similar
to the 1991 legislation, seven months
before the 2003 session even began.
The unique thing about SB276 was
that it stretched beyond testing home-
school students, by also including all
private schools.

As in 1991, the homeschool com-
munity across Montana voiced strong
opposition. On the day of the hearing
the capitol was packed with parents
and students that traveled many miles
to demonstrate their opposition. The
hearing Sign-in sheets listed 472 op-
ponents, and 1 proponent.

After Senator Ryan finished giving
his opening statement, the chairman
of the Senate Education Commit-

Montana Guide to Home Education - Copyright (C) 2020 - Middle Creek Publishing Company
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tee, Senator Glazer, asked for the
proponents (supporters of the bill) to
testify. No one spoke in favor of the
bill. The chairman then asked for any
opponents. A long line began to form.
Steve White, Legislative Liaison for
MCHE spoke against the passage

of SB276, followed by Dee Black of
Home School Legal Defense Associa-
tion, and for the next 3 hours private
and home educators gave passionate
testimonies against SB276.

Several days later, the commit-
tee killed SB276; 9-1. (Senator Ryan
casting the only vote in support of the
bill.)

Prior the start of the 2005 session,
there were many bills requests that di-
rectly affected Montana home educa-
tors. Senator Trudi Schmidt (D-Great
Falls) submitted five bill requests
for testing of home school students.
Senator Schmidt also requested a
bill to ‘define education neglect’. And
again, Senator Ryan requested a
homeschool related bill titled ‘Quality
home school and child protection act’.

Senator Ryan’s request became
SB291. (And since the results of the
2004 Montana election produced
a democrat majority in the Senate,
Sentor Ryan was appointed to a
Chairmanship position in the Senate

stories. As the chair of the Educa-
tion Committee, Senator Ryan had
complete control of all aspects of the

one hour. Opposing SB291 included
MCHE Legislative Liaison Steve
White, Dee Black of HSLDA, Dr. Brian

hearing. Ray of NHERI, Evangelina Duke -

As the Miss Mon-
date of the tana, Senator
hearing ap- Bob Keenan
proached, (R-Big Fork)
home edu- and many
cators from others from
across the all political
state begin and religious
to prepare affiliations.
for their trip Homeschool-
to Helena. ing parents
Using a lined into the
special hallway, fully
website prepared with
developed Over 1100 home educators attended the hearing in thel.r typed
to enhance Montana’s capitol on 02/14/05 to oppose SB291. testimony for
citizen in- (Photo: Melanie Mutcher) the commit-
volvement tee.
(www.bad- After time

bills.com), home educators learned
much about the legislative process in
Montana - and how to prepare.

The hearing on SB291 was held
on Valentine’s Day - 2005. The hear-
ing room was filled one hour BEFORE
the hearing began - resulting in closed
circuit televisions being set up on all
floors of the Capitol for overflow.

Education Com- Until _
mittee.) the hearing
If passed, on SB291,
SB291 would have it was as-
changed Mon- sumed that
tana’s homeschool the home-
law from one of Scho.ol .
the best in the na- hearing in
tion, to the worst. the 2003
SB291 required would be
a homeschooling fthe _Iargest
parent to have in history.
either a college But, .the
degree or teaching —— A ) p— gtra]asrlggm
H- ontana home eaucators sharin elr joy in
Sv?: éf’liséepg‘?rir- the defeat of SB291. (Photo: Cc?lleen 'Ij'u}'lk) included
would be moni- 1_1_48
citizens

tored by a certified
teacher for two years.

Prior to the hearing, Senator Ryan
used the state’s email system to send
out a request for anti-homeschool

signing in as opponents, and 5 pro-
ponents. Those working in the Capitol
had never seen a larger turnout for
any hearing. Testimony lasted nearly

expired, the Chair invited people with
typed testimony to come forward,
state their name and hand in their
testimony. Quickly realizing that that
would take too much time, the Chair
asked for people to come forward and
simply pass in their typed testimony.
Still, it was determined, THAT would
take too much time, since so many
people were still in line. Next, the
Chair asked that pages collect the
testimony in the outside hallway.

Immediately after Senator Ryan
gave his closing remarks, Senator EI-
liott (D-Trout Creek) made a motion to
table (kill) SB291. The motion passed
10-1.

Because of the overwhelming op-
position to SB291, none of the other
homeschool testing bills were drafted
or introduced.

In the most recent session (2007),
Senator Ryan again introduced a
bill (SB458) aimed squarely against
home education in Montana (and
again he served as Chairman of the
Senate Education Committee).

And as in the previous two ses-
sions, homeschooling families from

across the state traveled to Helena to
oppose his bill (there were no propo-
nents). And as in the 2005 hearing,
the bill was immediately tabled by his
committee (8-1). Not willing to accept
the decision of his committee, Senator
Ryan made a motion on the floor of
the full Senate to force the bill from his
committee. Realizing ahead of time
that he planned to do this, parents
from across the state contacted their
Senators to vote NO on his motion.
He made his motion, it failed (10-39),
and SB458 was permanently killed.

In the 2009 session, home educa-
tors opposed a bill that was heard
by the House Education Committee.
HB433, introduced by Rep Sue Malek,
was designed to make a significant
change to the ages of compulsory
attendance. Present Montana law is
7-16. HB433 would have modified that
to 6-17. Though not a direct attack on
homeschooling, HB433 would have
created an additional burden that was
unnecessary. The hearing was held
only two days after our Legislative
Day. Proponents of HB433 included
the newly elected Superintendent
of OPI, Board of Regents, MEA and
MSBA. The committee received a
lot of letters from home educators in
opposition. The bill ultimately failed in
committee, 15-3.

As you can see, the history of
home education in Montana is still
being written. And as in the past, the
Montana Coalition of Home Educators
will continue to monitor proposed bills
and keep homeschoolers informed of
adverse developments. We appreci-
ate greatly the sacrifice and contribu-
tions of those families and friends that
have helped keep home education
free from unnecessary government
restrictions.

Steve White, MCHE

Montana Guide to Home Education - Copyright (C) 2020 - Middle Creek Publishing Company
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Section 20-5-102 of the Montana
Code Annotated sets forth the compulsory
school attendance and enrollment require-
ments for Montana children.

Homeschools are exempted from
compulsory attendance by 20-5-102(2)

(f). That section defines a homeschool
as the instruction by a parent of his child,
stepchild, or ward in his residence, and
a nonpublic school includes a parochial,
church, religious, or private school.

This definition of homeschool is very
specific. A homeschool is:

(1) Instruction by a parent;

(2) Of the parent’s child, stepchild, or
ward; and

(3) In the parent’s home or resi-
dence.

In the event that either of the above
three elements is not satisfied, there is
room for the argument that the school is
not a homeschool, but is rather a nonpub-
lic private school.

The primary statue which sets forth
requirements for nonpublic schools and
homeschools is 20-5-109 MCA.

Due to the fact that each of these
five criteria can be misinterpreted, these
requirements will be discussed below.

Record Maintenance

The first criteria is to maintain records
on attendance and disease immunization
20-5-109(1). This section of law requires
that the records be available to the county
superintendent only upon request. There
are no specific forms required in law. Re-
quiring homeschoolers to fill out miscella-
neous forms does in fact exceed the clear
intent of this statute and the scope of their
authority.

Attendance Requirement

Prior to July 1, 2005, the statute
requires 180 days of pupil instruction “or
the equivalent.”. In the 2005 legislative
session, SB170 removed the 180 day
requirement for both public and nonpublic
schools. After July 1st, the length of the
school year is defined in hours of instruc-
tion. 20-5-109 MCA references the hours
in:

“20-1-301 MCA. School fiscal year.
The school fiscal year shall begin on July
1 and end on June 30. At least the mini-
mum aggregate hours defined in subsec-

tion (2) must be conducted during each
school year...” Subsection (2) specifies
the number of hours required by grade:
“(a) 720 hours for grades 1 through 3; and
(b) 1080 hours for grades 4 through 12”
(except 1050 aggregate hours of pupil
instruction for graduating seniors)

20-1-302 MCA. School day and week.
Though. prior to the passage of SB170,
this section of law defined a school day (in
hours). SB170 struck all references to the
length of each day, and allows the local
school district to decide daily schedules
for the public schools in their own district.
There is now no legal demand dictating
the length of a school day for non-public
schools.

Subsection (1) of 20-5-109 requires
a home school to provide attendance
records upon request. Attendance records
are just that - hours in attendance. There
is no longer a clear definition of a school
day in current statute. As long as the
number of hours of pupil instruction adds
up to the required hours of 20-1-301, the
home school is complying with Montana
law. Though current Montana does not
mention days, some county superinten-
dents accept records in days (remember
the total hours need to satisfy 20-1-301
MCA).

Compliance With Local Health
and Safety Regulations

The residence must meet health and
safety regulations applicable to resi-
dences. It does not need to meet the
requirements for a school or assembly
facility. The primary things that need to be
seen to are those things such as lighting,
loose cords, etc. If your house is safe to
reside in, then it is certainly safe to teach
children in.

Organized Course of Study

Homeschoolers must remember to
educate in the basics. The statute re-
ferred to states as follows:

“20-7-111. Instruction in public
schools. The board of public education
shall define and specify the basic instruc-
tional program for pupils in public schools,
and such program shall be set forth in the
standards of accreditation. Other instruc-
tion may be given when approved by the
board of trustees.”

As you as see, 20-7-111 doesn’t lend
a lot of clarity to the problem. This section
of law refers to the ‘basic instructional
program’ in the ‘standards of accredi-
tation’ as established by the board of
education. The full text of these basic
standards can be found in the Administra-

tive Rules of Montana (visit: http://www.

mtrules.org/gateway/ChapterHome.
asp?Chapter=10%2ES55)

You must just basically remember that
you need to teach the basic of language
arts (including reading and writing), math-
ematics, social studies (including Ameri-
can and world history, and government),
good citizenship, science, arts (including
music and art), health and physical educa-
tion, and safety.

Notification of County Superinten-
dent

Parents homeschooling their children
must notify the county superintendent
of schools of the county in which the
homeschool is located. There is no men-
tion of the method of notification. You
may choose to call them or you may write
them. Again, the statute does not require
that you fill out the forms that are sent
to you by the county superintendent of
schools, but you may choose to do so.

Also, Montana law does not define
when to notify. It is important to remem-
ber that until you notify your county
superintendent, you have not complied
with Montana law for exemption from
compulsory attendance requirements.
Thus, your child could be deemed
truant and subject to truancy enforce-
ment.

Some members of the education com-
munity in Montana, as well as across the
nation have made it clear that they want
more control and authority over home-
schoolers (see ‘Homeschooling History’
section). Each and every homeschool
parent should work diligently in order to
secure the provisions of this statute for
future generations. This means educat-
ing the community at large, the education
community, and the politicians.

This article is not provided as a legal opin-
ion or legal advice. For legal assistance
you should consult an attorney or HSLDA
(if you are a member)
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Mestina's Homescbool Law....

20-5-102. Compulsory enrollment and excuses. (1) Except as provided in subsec-
tion (2), any parent, guardian, or other person who is responsible for the care of any child
who is 7 years of age or older prior to the first day of school in any school fiscal year shall
cause the child to be instructed in the program prescribed by the board of public educa-
tion pursuant to 20-7-111 until the later of the following dates:

(a) the child’s 16th birthday;

(b) the date of completion of the work of the 8th grade.

(2) A parent, guardian, or other person shall enroll the child in the school assigned by
the trustees of the district within the first week of the school term or when he establishes
residence in the district unless the child is:

(a) enrolled in a school of another district or state under any of the tuition provisions
of this title;

(b) provided with supervised correspondence study or supervised home study under
the transportation provisions of this title;

(c) excused from compulsory school attendance upon a determination by a district
judge that attendance is not in the best interest of the child;

(d) excused by the board of trustees upon a determination that attendance by a child
who has attained the age of 16 is not in the best interest of the child and the school; or

(e) enrolled in a nonpublic or home school that complies with the provisions of 20-
5-109 . For the purposes of this subsection (2)(e), a home school is the instruction by a
parent of the parent’s child, stepchild, or ward in the parent’s residence and a nonpublic
school includes a parochial, church, religious, or private school.

20-5-109. Nonpublic school requirements for compulsory enroliment exemp-
tion. To qualify its students for exemption from compulsory enrollment under 20-5-102 , a
nonpublic or home school:

(1) shall maintain records on pupil attendance and disease immunization and make
the records available to the county superintendent of schools on request;

(2) shall provide at least the minimum aggregate hours of pupil instruction in accor-
dance with 20-1-301 and 20-1-302 ;

(3) must be housed in a building that complies with applicable local health and safety
regulations;

(4) shall provide an organized course of study that includes instruction in the subjects
required of public schools as a basic instructional program pursuant to 20-7-111 ; and

(5) in the case of home schools, shall notify the county superintendent of schools, of
the county in which the home school is located in each school fiscal year of the student’s
attendance at the school.

20-5-111. Responsibilities and rights of parent who provides home school. Sub-
ject to the provisions of 20-5-109, a parent has the authority to instruct the parent’s child,
stepchild, or ward in a home school and is solely responsible for:

(1) the educational philosophy of the home school;

(2) the selection of instructional materials, curriculum, and textbooks;

(3) the time, place, and method of instruction; and

(4) the evaluation of the home school instruction.

20-1-301. School fiscal year. (1) The school fiscal year begins on July 1 and ends
on June 30. At least the minimum aggregate hours defined in subsection (2) must be
conducted during each school fiscal year, except that 1050 aggregate hours of pupil
instruction for graduating seniors may be sufficient.

(2) The minimum aggregate hours required by grade are:

(a) 360 hours for a half-time kindergarten program or 720 hours for a full-time
kindergarten program, as provided in 20-7-117;

(b) 720 hours for grades 1 through 3; and

(c) 1,080 hours for grades 4 through 12.

(3) For any elementary or high school district that fails to provide for at least the mini-
mum aggregate hours, as listed in subsections (1) and (2), the superintendent of public
instruction shall reduce the direct state aid for the district for that school year by two times
an hourly rate, as calculated by the office of public instruction, for the aggregate hours
missed.

Driver Edvcation

According to current OPI administrative
rule 10.13.307, “An approved traffic edu-
cation program for young novice drivers
must...be scheduled so that a sufficient
number of courses are provided to allow
every eligible student within the school’s
geographic jurisdiction an equitable op-
portunity to enroll.”

In the Fall of 1999 the Montana Office of
Public Instruction (OPI) made an impor-
tant clarification of their interpretation of
this rule.

OPl included in their SUMMARY OF

OPI ACTIVITIES (October, 1999): “The
‘Application for Approval; Traffic Educa-
tion Program for Young Novice Drivers’
(form TEO1) includes an assurance that
this provision is being met. Yet schools
which have given this assurance are still
falling short of providing driver education
services to students enrolled in home
schools. This reason for at least some
schools stems from a misunderstanding of
‘school jurisdiction’. Some schools have
interpreted this to mean enrolled students.
The position of the Office of Public instruc-
tion in this matter has always been geo-
graphic—uwithin the schools boundaries.”

Further, “Traffic education (novice driver
education) is more than an educational
issue. It is also a significant public safety
issue for all road users, but especially our
new drivers. The legislature has autho-
rized the public schools to provide this
service to its eligible population. To limit
it to students enrolled in public school is
to limit this valuable service to students
seeking education to be eligible for early
licensing (at age 15 rather than 16).”

Prior to this rule change, Montana home-
school families were denied access to

the driver’s education programs in some
school districts. In a memo dated June
25, 1999, Janice Doggett, OPI attorney,
issued a memo to David Huff (OPI) stating
“You have asked me to address whether
a school district may charge nonpublic
school students more than they charge
public school students for drivers educa-
tion courses. It is my opinion that school
districts may not charge different amounts
for different classes of students without
demonstrating a governmental necessity.
Without the showing of a governmental
necessity, a district would be violating the

equal protection rights of the nonpublic
school students.”

Ms. Doggett concluded her assessment
by adding: “I, however, cannot think of any
governmental reason why a district would
be charging the nonpublic school students
more than the public school students. In
fact, if the nonpublic school students are
all from a sectarian school they may be
able to claim that they are being discrimi-
nated based on religion.”

In legislative sessions since 1999, bills
have been considered to allow non-public
educators the opportunity to teach drivers
education courses. In the 2003 and 2005
sessions, several bills wereintroduce that
would have allowed homeschooling par-
ents the option of teaching their children to
drive. Even though parents are not pres-
ently prevented from teaching their own
children to drive, these bills would have
provided a way for homeschool students
to receive the same certificates from their
parent teacher (needed for obtaining a
drivers license, insurance converage,

etc) as those taught by the present public
school program. Unfortunately both bills
failed.

In 2003 OPI adopted a change to their
rules regarding non-public school students
attendance:

10.13.307(4)(b) “Eligible student” means
any youth who lives within the geographic
boundaries of the public school district
whether or not they are enrolled in the
public school district and who meets the
age requirements of 10.13.312”

Most recently, the 2005 Montana legisla-
ture passed SB104, making Montana the
50th state to implement a ‘Graduated Driv-
ers License’ program. Included in SB104,
was language prohibiting any school
district from denying access to non-public
school students for driver education:
“available to all who meet the age require-
ments specified in 20-7-503 MCA and
reside within the geographical boundaries
of or attend a school in the school district
that offers the course.”

Montana law now requires all school
districts to accept eligible students into
their driver education classes.

Montana Guide to Home Education - Copyright (C) 2020 - Middle Creek Publishing Company
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Learning at home is the magic key
that millions of people have used to
unlock the educational treasure-chest. No
longer must you or your children climb the
academic bean-stalk in competition with a
hundred other Jacks, each of whom can
only succeed by knocking his fellows off
into the depths. No longer must you spend
a fortune on college credits for knowledge
offered elsewhere for a pittance. No longer
must you watch your child shrivel up un-
der the burden of a label that some trendy
educrat has stuck on him or her. In the
comfort and privacy of your own home you
can learn whatever you want to, whenever
you want to — and so can your children.

Current estimates now place the num-
ber of homeschooled children at over two
million. That’s a lot of practical, one-on-
one teaching experience homeschoolers
have gained over the past decade, since
the movement changed from a tiny trickle
into a full-grown flood.

While homeschoolers cover the entire
political and lifestyle spectrum, we do
have one thing in common:

We believe that parents can do a
great job of teaching their children
at home.

No, let me put that more strongly:

We know from experience that
you can do a great job of teaching
your children at home!

Homeschooled children consistent-
ly test academically ahead of public-
schooled children. (See the detailed
research summary in Appendix 1.) In
most categories, they even surpass
the test scores of children from the
finest private schools. The one excep-
tion? Math computation speed. Moral:
homeschool moms don’t like math
drills!

Generally, homeschooled children
are at least one year ahead academi-
cally. When it comes to reasoning
skills, homeschooled children test an
unbelievable seven years ahead of
public-school children!

The academic rocket boost home-

schooling provides often translates
into homeschooled children winning
competitions. Although homeschooled
kids are just a fraction of the schooled
population, and most homeschoolers
don’t enter competitions (a situation |
expect to change as information about
contests become more accessible-see
the chapter and appendix devoted to
contests in this book), it's becoming
more and more common for home-
schoolers to win, place, or show in
academic compe-

Homeschool graduates have been
accepted into Ivy League universities
such as Harvard and Yale. They have
served with distinction in the military.
They have joined apprenticeship pro-
grams, served as missionaries, and
started their own businesses.

Often, they have done this at
younger ages than their schooled
counterparts. While nobody in the
homeschool movement advocates
whizzing
through school

titions of all kinds.
A few prominent
examples of some
of these pioneer-
ing contestants:

*In 1997, a de-
lighted Rebecca
Sealfon was the
first homeschooler

We know from experi-
ence that you can do a
great job of teaching your
children at home! We know
from experience that you
can do a great job of teach-
ing your children at home!

for its own
sake, thou-
sands of home-
schoolers have
been mature
enough and
well enough
prepared
academically
to start taking

to win the Scripps

Howard National

Spelling Bee. Three short years later,
homeschoolers swept the Spelling
Bee, winning first, second, and third
places!

*In 1999, homeschooler Rio Bennin
won the Intel Science Talent Search,
the USA's most prestigious science
competition for high schoolers. Ac-
cepted at Harvard, Berkeley, and
Cambridge University in England, he
chose to go to Harvard.

* Also in 1999, homeschooler David
Biehl won the National Geography
Bee.

Homeschooled kids are perform-
ing brilliantly in everything from
music competitions, to science fairs,
to writing competitions, to Latin and
mythology competitions, to sports and
martial arts. They have won essay
contents, chess contests, and math
contests. They have received commu-
nity service awards and been recog-
nized by members of Congress.

community-

college or
Advanced Placement courses at age
16 or earlier. Both are favored options
for these younger children, because
they save money, allow students of
high-school age to accumulate credits
toward a college degree in a more
prominent institution, and allow kids to
live at home when they might be too
young to go away to college.

Mary Pride is the publisher of Practi-
cal Homeschooling magazine and
the founder of the website, www.
home-school.com. A graduate of
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute with
two degrees in engineering, she and
her husband, Bill, are parents of nine
totally homeschooled children.

The above article was adapted with
permission from Chapter 1 of Mary
Pride’s Complete Guide to Getting

Started in Homeschooling. © 2004

Home Life, inc.

What's Se Great Alout Howwoﬂoo% )

by Mary Pride

Freed by homeschooling from
the necessity of following rigorous
school schedules or attending class in
one physical location, some families
have shared adventures that range
from sailing trips around the world to
professional and semiprofessional
careers in theatre, dance, circus, and
other performing arts. Still others have
become expert cyberspace “netizens,”
creating their own websites, writing
their own programs, publishing their
own electronic newsletters, or attend-
ing online academies.

Take a look at the homeschooled
kids featured on the section pages
throughout this book [Mary Pride’s
Complete Guide to Getting Started in
Homeschooling] for just a small taste
of the success homeschoolers are
enjoying. Truly, homeschooling has
more than proved itself as a road to
success in education . . . and in life.

, E JOURN,

~ CHRISTOPHER J. KLICKA

A HARDBOUND BOOK
AVAILABLE FROM
SHEPHERD PRESS.

VISIT
WWW.SHEPHERDPRESS.COM
TO PURCHASE YOUR COPY NOW!
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When | was younger, | knew we
were different than most people, but
at the same time, school was school.
My family did it at home, while others
did it away from home. Not until the
last few years have | come to realize
and truly appreciate what my parents
have done for us. Here are four things
that stand out to me as benefits of be-
ing home educated.

1. The Environment that | Was
Raised In

During the early years of a child’'s
life what they see, what they hear,
and what surrounds them is so critical
to their development. It is so important
that we have to take it very seri-
ously. My parents did, and by home
educating us they had great control
over our environment. Whether it was
books, movies, relationships or what
we were being taught, my parents
took seriously the commandment in
Proverbs 22:6 that says to “train up a
child in the way he should go.” Unlike
the parents that sent their children
to school, my parents did not have
to undo the lies those children were
daily subjected to, or the bad influ-
ence of teachers and peers that did
not share a similar worldview. The
key to a stable and Biblical environ-
ment is Jesus Christ. He must be the
foundation, and everything must be
built upon Him. While not perfect, our
home was a place where Jesus Christ
was Lord. His laws and command-
ments were upheld and expected to
be obeyed, and the Bible was viewed
as our roadmap for life. Deuteronomy
6:4-7 says “Hear, O Israel: The Lord
our God is one Lord: And thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thine
heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy might. And these words, which
| command thee this day, shall be
in thine heart: And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy children, and

shalt talk of them when thou sittest in
thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up.” This verse
describes one of the great beauties of
home education. You get to walk day-
by-day with your children and teach
them God’s commandments.

2. Social Skills

Now you’re probably saying, “Wait
a minute, you're telling me that one
of the benefits of home education
is socialization?” To that | answer
a resounding, “Yes!” Around home
education circles, socialization is the
big, scary word. It’s the first thing
grandparents, other relatives, and
friends question. | mean, we’ve all
been asked a zillion times, “What
about socialization?” If you're a home-
school mom, and you’re worried about
your child’s social skills, don’t stress
it. On average, homeschoolers are
shown to be well beyond their peers
socially. Wonder why? Well the fact
is, we homeschoolers are concerned
about socialization. That is probably
one of the reasons why you decided
to keep your children home with you.
You don’t want them just spending
time with and only learning to relate to
their own age group. You don’t want
them learning about life and the world
around them mostly from their peers.
Being home educated has allowed me
the opportunity to regularly interact
with people of various ages, such
as older and younger siblings, other
families, elderly people at the nursing
home where we ministered, and many
others.

3. Pursue My Own Interests
Being home educated has al-
lowed me to develop and pursue my
passions and interests, many times
incorporating them right into my
schooling. God has designed each of

How Home Education Has wa Me

by Kristina Fowl

us uniquely with special talents and
skills, and He wants us to develop
and use them. He has a special call-
ing and purpose for each of us in His
Kingdom, and we need to be about
finding out what that is and making

it our mission. We do not all need to
learn the same things. For instance,
a doctor will need to know a whole lot
more about science than a carpenter.
Homeschooling gave me the unique
ability to really focus on and develop
the talents and interests that God has
equipped me with to fulfill His calling
on my life.

4. Sibling Relationships

I have the best two brothers in the
world; the relationships we share are
priceless to me. My brothers are my
best friends. Whether hiking, playing
sports, watching a movie, or memoriz-
ing scripture, we love being together
and doing things together. We were
at home with each other for most of
our childhood, and what has emerged
from spending so much time together
is truly special. | would not trade it for
anything.

In closing, | encourage all you
mothers. Don’t give up. Stay the
Course. Persevere. It is so worth it.
Cling to God and His Word. It is truth,
and it is life. God will be faithful even
through the hard times, if you will

rest in Him. Remember you hold the
destiny of future generations in your
hands! May you truly be able to say, “/
have no greater joy than to hear that
my children walk in truth.” Il John 4

| also want to thank you. Thank
you for forging a path, for leading the
way, and for your example. If the Lord
wills, | want to follow in your footsteps
someday.

Kristina is 23 years old and a
blessed daughter of Greg and Kath-
leen Fowl. She resides in Canyon
Lake, Texas with her parents and two
awesome brothers. Striving to fulfill
God'’s calling on her life, she is deeply
grateful and very glad to be at home
serving her family and others through
hospitality, working for her father’s
business, and preparing to, Lord will-
ing, be a wife and a mother someday.
Reprinted with permssion from Kris-
tina and The Informer (IAHE) March/
April 2009.

cators:

For more information on homeschool-
ing in Montana, check out the web site
of the Montana Coalition of Home Edu-

www.mtche.org
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In fifth grade, some friends of mine
asked me to join their Destination
ImagiNation team. They explained
what the competition entailed: writing
a script according to a themed chal-
lenge, creating props and costumes,
and finally performing the team-pro-
duced play for a panel of judges. I've
always loved anything creative, so |
accepted.

We decided on the “Hit or Myth” sci-
ence challenge, which required teams
to present a historical myth and then
explain why this myth was or was not
true. We chose the myth of Odys-
seus and the Cyclops, as described
in Homer’s Odyssey. Through our re-
search, we found out that the Ancient
Greeks had believed that the Cyclops
existed. The Greeks had most likely
found mammoth bones in Sicily and
assembled them so that they seemed
to form the skeleton of a huge one-
eyed man, with the trunk hole resem-
bling a single eye socket.

We created a two-scene play in which
we acted out the myth, then played
the part of scientists solving the mys-
tery. Because Connecticut is such a
small state, teams go straight to the
state tournament without having to
compete in school or regional tourna-
ments. We didn’t win at states, but |
loved the experience. | was hooked.

The Journey Continues

The next year, we again chose the
science challenge, “Instinct Messag-
ing,” for which we had to create a
skit that demonstrated two types of
communication of a “Featured Crea-
ture.” We chose honey bees, and our
skit contained opera (“Apus Mellifara
is the greatest kind of beee!”) and a
lot of obnoxious bee puns. We were
thrilled to be named the Connecticut
state champions for our challenge and
age level, which earned us our first
invitation to Global Finals. We came
in middle-of-the-pack at globals, but
getting to see everyone’s props and
plays motivated us to push ourselves
to a new level the next year.

DAMM%MTW

During the 2009-2010 season, my
team chose the theater arts-themed
Central Challenge called “You're
Gonna Flip.” Our skit had to feature
one character who experiences a flip,
or sudden change, in the way he or
she views the world. We also had to
create, live on stage, a work of art
illustrating the flip and incorporate a
team-created puppet into the perfor-
mance.

Our solution was a skit about Marco
Polo and the Silk Road, a 6,000-mile
trade route that ran through China in
the 1500s. In our skit, the short-sight-
ed duke of a fictional Ancient Chinese
town called Du Tsan doesn’t want to
open his town for trade with the rest of
the world via the Silk Road. The duke
believes that the ideas and culture of
his town are perfect without foreign
interference—until Marco Polo, an
Italian who famously trav- eled the Silk
Road, shows the duke the error of his
ways through an original poem. Other
characters, such as the Great Dragon
Spirit (a Chinese dragon puppet), Yin
and Yang, who take an Angel/Devil
role, the duke’s mischievous monkey
advisor, and a Chinese sage also
contribute. For our live art, we created
a Chinese brush painting. We outlined
the painting in black and white to show
the monochromatic world the duke
wanted. Then, each character helped
to color in the painting, showing how
the duke came to appreciate the world
with color and depth.

For our skit, we were awarded first
place and a Renaissance Award “for
incredible skill in performance and
engineering” at the state level. Best
of all, we were invited to participate in
Global Finals again!

It was our first time participating in

a theater arts-based challenge at
globals, and our performance area
was a real stage, not a classroom as it
had been the year before. The venue
threw us off a bit, and we temporarily
forgot our lines. However, we were
able to improvise the scene until we
got our footing again.

by Annabel Barry

We received disappointingly low
scores, especially com- pared to our
scores at states, which had been
nearly perfect. Even though the head
judge told us that the judges we had
faced were giving low scores to all the
teams, we weren’t reassured.

At the closing ceremony, we were
shocked and excited when the leader-
board for our challenge and age level
was revealed. We came in seventh
out of eighty teams, putting us in the
top ten globally for the first time! Now,
all we could think about was coming
back.

The Current Season

This year, my team chose the science-
based challenge, “Spinning a Tale,”
which entails writing a skit that has
three unique acts and a finale. Act |
causes Act Il to occur, Act Il causes
Act Il to occur, and Act Ill causes

Act | to occur again, so that the story
is cyclical. At the tournament, the
judges may select any act, and we are
required to start our story with that act.
For instance, if Act Il is selected, the
order of our story would be Act Il, Act
lll, Act |, Finale. The acts are expected
to make sense in any order. The Chal-
lenge also required us to construct a
Dicycler, a device that changes once
each act and is finally used to signal
the end of the performance. In addi-
tion, we have to incorporate knowl-
edge of a natural or physical energy
cycle into our skit.

Our skit is about Leonardo da Vinci, a
scien- tist and artist who studied many
different things, including water and
flight. In our skit, Leonardo learns to
use his imagination, which enables
him to find out more about the water
energy cycle and realize that hydro-
power can be used to power his flying
machine. Once Leonardo realizes that
he can use hydropower, he wants to
know more, so he uses his imagina-
tion again. We created an enormous
changing Rubik’s Cube as our Dlcy-
cler. The cube is folded during the play
to reveal different images related to

the theme of our play. We also made
a puppet replica of Leonardo’s flying
machine (as sketched in his notebook)
out of pool noodles and black duct
tape.

Characters in our play include Leon-
ardo, of course, as well as representa-
tions of the Mona Lisa and Vitruvian
Man, and Leonardo’s note- book,
which speaks to him throughout the
play. | act the part of Leonardo’s
imagination.

We will be taking our play to Global
Finals this May, and we are incred-
ibly excited. Although this will be our
last year participat- ing in the middle
school age group, we hope to return
next year to compete at the high
school level.

The DI Experience

For me, DI carries with it memories of
paint- ing in my basement, listening
to “Don’t Stop Believing” on a loop,
struggling to transport our props to
tournaments, and building tow- ers out
of empty rolls of duct tape. There’s a
certain bond with DI teammates that’s
strengthened by defeat, victory, and
plenty of lame jokes and rituals.

With months of preparation and re-
hearsal time involved, DI takes hard
work and dedication. However, DI is
much more than competition. It's an
incomparable experience and a fam-
ily that encompasses over 100,000
students across more than 30 na-
tions. It’s an environment where there
is no wrong answer, where creativity
and original ideas are expected and
encouraged.

Annabel Barry is an eighth-grade
homeschooled student who patrtici-
pates in several academic contests,
including National History Day and sci-
ence competitions. She is a competi-
tive alpine ski racer during the winter
and spends her summers at a camp in
Maine.

Learn more about Destination Imagi-
Nation at http://idodi.org.
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Homeschooling - Marcling 1o 4 Different Drumbest

It was a rainy afternoon. | was rocking
my baby girl by the fire and enjoying a
cup of hot chamomile tea. To me, life
couldn’t get any better than this. Our
three older children were in school,
“getting a good education.” | received
a call from my oldest son’s school.

| was told that my husband and |
needed to come to a school meeting.

Unpleasant thoughts flooded my mind.

But | was comforted because we were
active in our children’s school. | was
PTO president and chairman of the
advisory board. So all was well, right?

Nothing could have prepared me for
what | was about to hear at this meet-
ing. We thought that being involved
as parents assured our children of an
excellent education. | was mistaken.
When we had met with the teachers,
they informed us that our son Eric Jr.
was doing fine academically. His 3.0
GPA dropped to 2.8 during the first
six weeks of school. To me, this was
a workable issue because we were
still in the first semester. At this latest
meeting, we were informed that our
son was “failing.” According to his
counselor, this was a “blight” on this
school’s reputation. The school gave
us two choices: We could place our
son in a school across town, or he
would have to repeat this grade next
year. These options left me feeling
that there was no hope for our son. |
pleaded and said that we would work
with him to raise his grade point aver-
age. This would not do. The admin-
istration’s position was firm. | begin
to cry. My confidence was shattered.
| thought that we had failed our son,
and that we were unfit to be a part of
this school system.

We discussed this problem when
we got home that evening. Something
began to stir my heart - a vision of
me keeping my children at home with
me. | was tired of raising money for
equipment when overburdened teach-

ers were making copies of books for
children in overstuffed classrooms,
and | was exhausted with rising early
in the morning to whisk my children
away to school.

| heard that a family at our local
church was homeschooling. We met
one evening, and the rest is history.
| was forced to rethink my children’s
educational life. If my children were
going to succeed, become excellent
learners and have a chance to go
college, | had to rally my courage and
start right now.

| learned many things during the first
years of teaching my children. | didn’t
realize the pressure we were under
until we were set free of the educa-
tional “mess” of which they were part:
The prepackaged curriculum, the one-
size-fits-all model, the bullying and the
negative socialization. Homeschooling
allowed us to discover and experience
pure, superior learning and a custom-
ized learning environment.

Some thought we were out of our
minds. But, since then, my husband
and | started an organization where
parents are empowered to educate
their children for excellence. The Na-
tional Black Home Educators’ primary
focus is to target African-Americans
with the option of homeschooling.

We also offer resources to parents of
children that are still in the public and
private schools, including learning ma-
terials that enable parents to engage
in learning 30 minutes per day with
their children at home.

The National Black Home Educators
is not an exclusive organization. But,
in my opinion, black children require
a certain kind of attention and under-
standing. Many of us are concentrat-
ing on a more urban attitude - an atti-
tude that, in my opinion, that does not
promote excellence but a mindset that
is mediocre and accepts the status
quo. We need to raise the bar. We, as

by Joyce Burges

parents, must exert a powerful influ-
ence in determining the quality of life
we want for our children. We do not
want to produce “functional illiterates.”
We must teach our children well.

It's time to raise the standard of our
culture so that the minds of our girls
and boys can be lifted to see beyond
sports, bad music, sexual promiscuity,
drugs and perhaps even tennis shoes.
Having shared the dream of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr., | knew that our family
was being given another dream, one
that would encompass King’s and
would rise and carry our family to a
greater level. This is why we home-
schooled our children. Homeschool-
ing offered us a chance to pour into
the lives of our children. We are very
blessed and thankful that we were
given that chance. We learned that
sometimes your deepest challenges
become your greatest blessings. We
knew our children deserved a first-
class education, and homeschooling
was our path to take.

As for Eric, after 12 years of mili-
tary service with the 82nd Airborne,
serving two tours in Iraq and a season
in Haiti, he lives in New York with
his family and is homeschooling his
children as well. He attributes his
success to homeschooling. He says,
“Homeschooling gave me a chance
to see the leader in myself.” Our other
children are also doing very well. They
are productive citizens in their commu-
nities and are enjoying their families.

Joyce Burges is the co-founder of the
National Black Home Educators, an
organization that empowers parents to
educate their children for excellence.
She and her husband, Eric, have been
married for 35 years and have five
children between the ages of 16 to 35.

For teachers
with no

Latin
background!

Latina Christiana

Introduction to Christian Latin

First Form Latin

Latin Grammar, Year One

MEMORIA PRESS

Classical Christian
Education for all ages!

« Latin + Classical Studies
* Logic * Christian Studies
= Rhetoric * Primary Education
* Literature * Phonics

* History * Penmanship

HOME OF:

Prima Latina, Latina Christiana, First
Form Latin, Traditional Logic, & more!

www.MemoriaPress.com
AL

877-862-1097

™ < FREE subscription!

The Classical Teacher
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The success of home education in
Montana is the result of sacrifices of
fellow home educators in local support
groups from across the state. As more
and more parents begin their journey
of educating their own children at
home, local support groups play a
very important role.

Support groups bring parents and
children together for activities, includ-
ing; field trips, athletics, seminars,
book fairs, conventions, and more.
From these support groups, relation-
ships are created that last a lifetime.
And for many, these relationships con-
tinue even when some families move
away to other communities across the
country.

In Montana, there are many active
local support groups. These are lead
by homeschooling parents that have
many years of experience. The follow-
ing page lists these support groups,
organized by regions in the state. You
are invited to contact any of these
leader for local information.

In addition to coordinating local
activities, these support groups are
also very involved in other activities
that are vital to the future of home
schooling. These activities include the
political arena.

e Support Network....

In 1988, it was discovered that
there was adverse legislation being
planned against home education. In
preparation for the 1989 legislative
session, the Montana Coalition of
Home Educators was formed. The
goal and purpose of this new orga-
nization was to bring homeschoolers
from across the state together in an
organized fashion to protect Mon-
tana’s homeschooling families from
unnecessary regulation. And at the
same time, preserve the indepen-
dence and individuality of each family,
as well as local support groups.

To accomplish this, an executive
board was selected to design and im-
plement an organization that would be
able to monitor legislation and quickly
dispense information statewide to
individuals and support groups.

After the session was completed,
a statewide leadership meeting was
held in Helena the summer of 1989.
From that meeting plans were made
to organize the first statewide conven-
tion and the first statistical study of
academics (with demographics) by Dr.
Brian Ray. The Montana Coalition of
Home Educators took on the task of

Bank)

Members of the 1991 MCHE Executive Commitee included (L to R) Kent
Gilge (Havre), Danita Hane (Seeley Lake), Linda Collins (Gardiner),
Mark Gerber (Billings), Steve White (Bozeman) and Russ Wahl (Cut

organizing those and other statewide
activities.

For home education to flourish,
it is necessary that we continue to
maintain and support a statewide
organization that encourages self mo-
tivation and responsibility. The ‘Coali-
tion’ has always been careful to never
take on tasks that should be done at
a local level. Local support groups are
essential.

The ‘Coalition’ is more than the
executive committee. The Montana
Coalition of Home Educators is
comprised of every homeschooling
family who maintain a passion for
their freedom to teach and raise their
children. And the price to be paid is in
the form of time spent lobbying their
own legislators, writing letters, testify-
ing at hearings in Helena, and being
quick to respond to action when called
upon by others.

From these efforts, our grass-
roots movement has achieved great
success. In 1991, homeschooling in
Montana met its greatest battle. Two
public school organizations; the Mon-
tana School Board Association and
the School Administrators of Montana
banded together to draft a bill that
would have damaged our homeschool
freedom. Even though this bill was
cosigned (and originally drafted) by
the chairman of the House Education
Committee, it met with defeat in ‘his’
committee. And in the same ses-
sion, at the same time, a bill drafted
by the homeschool community made
it through Montana’s congress, and
was signed into law. This new statute
puts in black and white, the God-given
rights of parents to home educate
their children. To accomplish this
task took a great deal of sacrifice by
homeschooling parents from across
the state. (Even greater battles have
been fought recently in the 2003 and

2005 sessions. See ‘Homeschooling
in Montana. The History...")

The Montana Coalition of Home
Educators is supported financially by
individuals and groups. There are no
memberships. Support comes from
a suggested donation of $25 per
year/family.

In the future the ‘Coalition’ will con-
tinue to monitor legislation, maintain
our internet web site, answer inqui-
ries, help coordinate Legislative Day,
statewide conventions, graduations,
book fairs, seminars, sport camps,
summer campouts and any other
activities that help advance and build
strong communities of homeschool
families.

Science the
fun way with
Janice VanCleave.

“Science 4
Challenges, AR §
‘ 51 R{rrojecrs

.

HTR-0-4TIAT 1837 STRO-ATLA3002-5

Find how to use these books as part
of your homeschool curriculum at
http://scienceprojectsforkids.com

SWILEY

Now vou know,
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A.R.K. Builders Homeschool Sup-
port Group

Michele Elliott

114 Cherry Creek Drive

Libby, MT 59923

406-293-5849

EMAIL: michelli43@live.com

Cities: Libby

Counties: Lincoln

Clark Fork Home Schoolers
Greg & Kimberly Joner
22 Pine Meadow Lane
Plains, MT 59859 826-7890

MT FIELD for Home Educators
(Fun Innovative Educational
Learning Days)
Cindy Ruth
PO Box 2375
Eureka, MT 59917
406-459-2755
EMAIL: cruthconsulting@aol.com
Counties: Lincoln
Cities: Troy, Libby, Eureka, Fortine,
Stryker, Trego

Five Valleys Homeschool Co-op
Jan Elgin
EMAIL: _infovalleys@gmail.com
Cities: Missoula area
Counties: Missoula, Ravalli, Lake,
Mineral, Sanders, and Granite

Flathead Home Educators Assoc.
Steve & Bonnie Compton
P.O. Box 7661, Kalispell, MT 59904
EMAIL: fheassn@gmail.com
URL: fheaonline.org
Cities: Kalispell, Whitefish, Bigfork,
Lakeside, Columbia Falls and Marion
Counties: Flathead, Lake, Lincoln
and Sanders

Glacier County Home Educators
Tom & Val Tuma

Box 776

Cut Bank, MT 59427 336-2392
EMAIL: tuma@northerntel.net

Mission Valley Home Educators
John & Connie Doty
41570 Wilderness Way
Polson, MT 59860 849-5169
EMAIL: missionvalleyhomeeducators@

gmail.com

URL: Facebook - Mission Valley Home
Educators

Cities: Polson, Ronan, & towns sur-
rounding Flathead Lake

Counties: : Lake

Missoula Area Homeschool
Gail Heaton
EMAIL: infoSvalleys@gmail.com
Counties: Missoula area & surrounding
counties

Ravalli Area Homeschool Network
Liz Johnson
EMAIL: mailto:bvhomesch@ya-

hoogroups.com
Counties: Ravalli area

Tobacco Valley Home Educators
Jenny Ressler
125 Tumbleweed Trail
Rexford, MT 59930
406-253-1090
EMAIL: jressler@interbel.net
Cities: Eureka, Rexford, Trego, Fortine
Counties: Lincoln

__2_

Cascade County Homeschoolers
Conny Mikulski
1304 Valley Viewe Drive
Great Falls, MT 59405
452-2030
EMAIL: kds4_2grkds@yahoo.com
URL: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/
cascadecountyhomeschoolers/info
Cities: Great Falls area
Counties: Cascade and nearby counties

Central Montana Homeschoolers
Karla Butcher
Box 7
8000 Butcher Road
Winifred, MT 59489 462-8000
EMAIL: kabutcher83@gmail.com
Counties: Fergus — Petroleum - Judith
basin

East Slope Home Educators

Maria Elings
6829 Coalmine Road
Conrad, MT 59425

Chouteau County Home Educators

Gabe & Lea Ann Williams
249 Williams Drive

Big Sandy, MT 59520
406-386-2226

Counties: Chouteau

Hi-Line Home Educators

Kent & Lois Gilge

4145 70th Avenue West
Havre, MT 59501 262-9755
Doug & Betty Boyce

1513 Boulevard Avenue
Havre, MT 59501 265-6957

EMAIL: dougandbettyboyce@msn.com

Cities: Havre area
Counties: Hill, Blaine

Phillips County Home Educators

Jeanne Engebretson
P.O. Box 702
Malta, MT 59538 654-1732

e

4

Colstrip Area Home Educators
Lydia Heser

EMAIL: clheser@tgrsolution.net
Colstrip, MT 748-3166

Glendive Area Christian Home Ed
Tana Canen
201 Olmstead Lane
Glendive, MT 59330
406-939-1890
EMAIL:canen@midrivers.com
Cities: Baker, Wibaux, Sidney, Glen-
dive, Terry, Fallon, Bloomfield, Circle,
Wolf Point
Counties: Fallon, Wibaux, Richland,
Dawson, Prairie, McCone, Roosevelt

Yellowstone Coalition of Home
Educators (YCHE)
PO Box 30002
Billings, MT 59107
Cheryl Anderson
EMAIL: ychemt@gmail.com
URL: www.yche.org
Cities: Billings area
Counties: Yellowstone

ﬁ_
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EMERGE School
Janet Pannel, Colleen Olsen
URL: emergemt.com
EMAIL: emerge.mt@gmail.com
Counties: Gallatin & Park

Gallatin Christian Home Co-Op
Jenny Larson
619-208-3877
URL: www.mygchc.com

Gallatin Valley Home Ed
Rachel Rippel, Lifeline Newsletter
EMAIL: gchlifeline@gmail.com

Park County Homeschool Network
Mary Murphy
222-3543
EMAIL: mgmurphy@hotmail.com

URL: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/

P HN/
Cities: Livingston area
Counties: Park

Mentana Suppert Groups....

6

Anaconda Homeschool Alliance
AmylLyn Kellogg
EMAIL: amylyn.mk@gmail.com
406-563-3507

Beaverhead Area Community of
Homeschoolers

Starr Van Dalen

187 Trista Dr

Dillon MT 59725

phone: 406-660-0989

EMAIL: starrvandalen@gmail.com

Counties: Beaverhead

Helena Area Christian Home Edu-
cators (HACHE)

Cyndy Munson

406-459-9981

EMAIL: munsoncyndy@gmail.com

URL: HACHEMT.org

Cities: Helena, East Helena

Counties: Lewis & Clark

HelenaHome School Enrichment
Co-op

Chris Hauer

406-585-1259

EMAIL: enrichment.coop@gmail.com

URL: enrichmentcoop.com

Cities: Helena, East Helena

Counties: Lewis & Clark

it

ﬂ

Helena Homeschoolers
Chessa Hickox
EMAIL: homeschoolhelena@gmail.com
URL:helenahomeschoolers.com
Cities: Helena, East Helena
Counties: Lewis & Clark

Jefferson Valley Homeschooling
Association
Bethel Wagner 406-287-2276
P.O. Box 99
Whitehall, Montana 59759

EMAIL: steve@truthinliving.org

Ruby Valley Home Educators
Jake & Jamie Barnosky
579 Ruby River Drive
Sheridan, MT 59749 842-7218
EMAIL: jamieb@3rivers.net
Cities: Ennis, Sheridan
County: Madison

For more information
on homeschooling in
Montana, check out the
web site of the Montana
Coalition of Home Edu-
cators:

www.mtche.org

For teachers
with no

Latin
background!

Latina Christiana

Introduction to Chrstian Latin

First Form Latin

Latin Grammar, Year One

MEMORIA PRESS

Classical Christian
Education for all ages!

= Latin + Classical Studies

* Logic * Christian Studies

= Rhetoric * Primary Education

* Literature = Phonics

* History * Penmanship
HOME OF:

Prima Latina, Lating Christiana, First
Form Latin, Traditional Logic, & more!

www.MemoriaPress.com

s <« FREE subscription!

The Classical Teacher
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If you are considering home educa-
tion, it is important to understand the
magnitude and significance of your
decision. As mentioned in an earlier
section of this GUIDE, there are many
reasons that motivate parents to
homeschool, and it is vitally important
to take time to consider the ultimate
responsibility of this endeavor.

Before starting your first school year,
many things need to be done. If your
children are presently in another
school setting, whether private or pub-
lic, it is important to carefully consider
your decision to homeschool. Often-
times an event happens at school that
causes a parent to immediately want
to remove the child or the parents
may not be pleased with the aca-
demic progress the child is achieving.
Whatever the reason, you need to
prayerfully consider your options. To
remove a child from any school mid-
year is difficult enough, but to remove
the child without proper preparation is
unwise.

The first question that needs to be
answered is ... WHY DO | WANT TO
HOMESCHOOL? In answering this
question, you will begin to develop
your homeschool “position paper”.
This would include your philosophy
for your future homeschool. Years ago
| attended a workshop that helped
parents to actually develop and write
down a paragraph describing their
homeschool “position”. You need to
write down your reasons for consid-
ering home education and review it
often as your point of reference.

The next step of the homeschool jour-
ney is ... RESEARCH. Not too many
years ago it was very difficult to find
information on homeschooling. Today,
it is different...very different. Not only
are there many books and magazines
devoted to this topic, but you also
have the availability of the Internet.

In addition to all of these sources,

there are support groups across the
state that include many parents that
are able to answer some of the hard
questions. THE GUIDE is provided
to help steer you toward resources
that will also answer many ques-
tions. Check out MCHE’s web site
for many “links” to valuable home
education sites: www.mtche.org.

After doing your research, you are
now ready to connect your “WHY?”
with your “RESEARCH?” to develop
GOALS AND CHOOSE MATERIALS.
Your goals should directly connect
with your position statement, and the
curriculum chosen should also agree.
To assist in developing goals for

the school year, use the “scope and
sequence charts” provided with your
curriculum. This is where other home-
schoolers in your area can be of great
assistance. Beyond your curriculum,
you also need to obtain teaching ma-
terials that may include maps, white
boards, art supplies, etc. Some of

the larger communities actually have
retail businesses dedicated to serving
teachers. Ask other homeschoolers
for their advice. At different times of
the school year, you may even find
homeschooling “garage” sales. These
are excellent sources for materials,
and advice.

For years the old proverb has been
“ORGANIZATION is the key to suc-
cess” and this is also certainly true
with homeschooling. It is very impor-
tant to arrange your household so
that the school has its own area. In
fact; many families actually set aside
an entire room for their schooling.
Younger children may enjoy their own
desk; however, you may find it easiest
and most convenient to simply work at
the dining room table. Older children
will prove to be a wonderful resource
to help with their younger siblings.
Make sure that you have plenty of
bookshelves so that at the end of
each school day each your students
can clean up his/her area and neatly

return all books and materials to their
storage location.

As the teacher, you should keep a
close
record

county attorney, child protective

services, county superintendent

or others that will attempt to inter-

fere. THE HOME SCHOOL LEGAL

DEFENSE ASSOCIATION provides
legal assistance to

of all
lesson
plans,
books
read,
tests
given,
essays
written,
etc.
This

decision.

If you are considering home
education, it is important
to understand the magni-
tude and significance of your

more that 50,000
homeschooling
members national-
ly. To join HSLDA
requires filling out
a lengthy applica-
tion and the pay-
ment of $100.00
per year.

When asked by
those considering

should
be
kept on a daily basis, and filed away
at the end of the year. By doing this
you will ultimately produce organiza-
tion in your homeschool, and save
time in planning for the next year. And
for families with several children, the
records kept for the older children will
prove invaluable for the younger.

THE GUIDE includes the LEGAL RE-
QUIREMENTS for home education.
Montana’s current statute requires all
children to be in some type of educa-
tional setting from 7-16 years of age.
Homeschooled children are techni-
cally exempt from the compulsory
attendance law, if the parents have
complied with the legal requirements.
You must annually notify your local
County Superintendent of Schools (an
elected official in each county whose
office is generally located in the
County Courthouse).

There are some instances where
families and their homeschool have
been called into question. As long

as you follow the current Montana
laws, you are protected by the law
and the courts, so make it your
priority to familiarize yourself clearly
with Montana’s homeschool law. Still
there is always the possibility of some

home education, |

often reply with a
list of SACRIFICES to think about.
Few parents that have chosen to
home educate their children regret
their decision, but life for home-
schooling parents is much different
than for those that have given the
educational responsibility to others.

Your children will be with you all
day, every day, and if both parents
are working, one must quit their job
to stay home full-time. Montana’s
homeschool law specifically states
that the definition of homeschooling
is the teaching of the child by the
parent in their own home.

You may encounter new PRES-
SURE from your friends, relatives,
pastor, doctor and neighbors. Even
though home education is widely
accepted and respected today,
there still are many that cannot
comprehend education outside of
a classroom by someone without

a teaching certificate. Be careful to
always present your defense in a
concise, educated, patient and lov-
ing manner. This is not the time to
lose your temper.

The EXPENSE of home education
is totally the responsibility of the

(Continued Next Page)
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parent. Montana does not permit tax
deductions, tax rebates, tax credits,
vouchers or any other financial assis-
tance for offsetting home educa-

Their rules prohibit participation by
any student other than full-time public
school students with a passing grade

tion costs. The local school district
does not provide any books or
materials. Some school districts
allow homeschool students to take
up to two classes per year in any
subject, if there are open seats.
Check with your local district for
more information.

Home educating your child
requires sacrifice, dedica-
tion, conviction and plan-

ning.

For families that have children
interested in SPORTS, take special
note of this section. Up to 8" grade,
some school districts allow children

to participate in extra-curricular sport
teams and events. But in grades 9-12,
the Montana High School Associa-
tion controls all conference sports.

“An entire high-school education for $1399!”

I'm Gary Masterton, President of American School, and
I'd like to invite you to became part of our 112 years
of success.

residing in the local school district.
The Montana Supreme Court has up-
held this decision by the MHSA. The
importance of high school athletics
needs to be considered before choos-
ing to home educate.

With over 3 million students served, American
School is proud to continue our tradition of highly
affordable, fully accredited education.

Our commitment to personal attention, with
hands-on grading of student tests, now combines
with the ability to enroll and manage your courses online.

Check out our new online courses, or enroll in one or more of our
dozens of basic and elective high-school courses. Take just one ‘
course, or enroll in our easy-te-afford program for 1, 2, 3, or all 4
years of high school. Monthly payment plans are available,

Famous American School students like Jessica Alba and Eragon author
Chris Paolini agree: your road to high-school graduation starts here!

American School * Established in 1897
2200 East 170th Street, Lansing, IL 60438
Regionally and Nationally Accredited
Winner of two 2011
Practical Homeschooling Reader Awards
Find out more at AmericanSchoolofCorr.com
or call us at 866-260-7221

For homeschool graduates, COL-
LEGE is often a goal. Unfortunately,
many of the scholarship programs are
available only to public school grad-
uates, and the diploma your student
receives will mostly likely not be
accredited. Beware of advertise-
ments that claim their curriculum is
accredited. The word “accredited”
is not the same as that accepted
by the Montana Office of Public
Instruction. All accredited high
schools (public and private) must
conform to standards designed by
OPI. Entrance in the Montana Univer-
sity System by homeschool students
is well defined. Any homeschool
student may apply for college in Mon-
tana with either a G.E.D. diploma, or
a passing grade on the ACT or SAT
exams.

o<

COMPUTER SCIENCE FOR KiDs

i

Get your children ready for the world
of work and college!

Try our affordable self-study “parent-
friendly” computer programming
courses for students ages 12+

Enjoy learning Microsoft® Small Basic,
Visual Basic, C#, and Java Program-
ming with non-violent “kid-friendly”
computer games & learning programs.

Complete your state’s computer science
requirement - or develop your own
computer games for family fun.

Great low prices - check us out!

SAVE! Use our exclusive "PHSM5"
online coupon to receive $5 off any
Computer Programming Year Pack.

Visit ComputerScienceForKids.com
for more details on this exciting
computer science curriculum.

Home educating your child requires
sacrifice, dedication, conviction and
planning. Before beginning your
endeavor, consider the costs. Also
talk to others that have several years
of homeschooling experience, con-
sider those areas listed above, and
most of all pray about your decision.
For families who have taken this task
on, few regret it, and many do not
look forward to the adventure ending,
because the sacrifice has proven well
worth the effort.

Steve White, Montana Coalition of
Home Educators.

An Easy-to-Use, Step-by-Step,
Intensive Phonics Program for
Teaching Readers of All Ages

A;@E GHIJK n'l.
Hi Get this acdaimed

phonics program
by Sam Blumenfeld
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ust* 2875 postpai
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Order today at www.ChalcedonStore.com
or by calling: 209-736-4365 ext. 12

M z c z.z.

of
Heme Educators

P.O. Box 43
Gallatin Gateway, MT 59730
Steve White

www.mtche.org
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What Alout High School)

The high school years are when many
parents stop teaching their children at
home. These parents feel overwhelmed
by the demands of high school subjects,
feel unqualified to teach upper level math
and sciences, and begin wondering if their
children need the social exposureand
athletic opportunities found in public and
private high schools. Also, there is the
question of accreditation and transcripts
for students wishing to go to college.
Last, but not least, during the high school
years, children begin expressing them-
selves much more forcefully and it would
be easier for parents to let someone else
require schoolwork from a teen who is
going through mood swings or becoming
argumentative.

If we do nothing else, we want to
encourage you to do all you can to keep
your child at home during the high school
years. If you find your resolve drooping,
your vision dimming, your enthusiasm
waning, listen to Josh Harris’ tape Why
Home School Through High School or
Ellyn Davis’ tape Charting a Course for
High School, or read Dumbing Us Down
by John Gatto. The teen years are crucial
to the identification and legitimizing of a
child, and we can’t afford to let others set
our children’s life course for them.

There seem to be three teaching op-
tions for high school:

I. The textbook route. Parents who
want their children to go to college and
who are unsure about how to cover all the
requirements at home often choose to buy
each year’s curriculum from a Christian
publisher.

2. The non-textbook route. The
necessary core subjects and electives are
covered by using alternative, non-textbook
resources.

3. A combination of textbooks and
alternative resources which together cover
all essential requirements.

There are four basic decisions that
must be made no matter which teaching
option is chosen:

|. Picture the child’s future. Most
parents can tell by the time their child is 12
or 13 whether he/she is suited for a pro-
fession or trade. This is when we have to

be realistic. Even though we might want
our son to become a doctor or lawyer, he
might do better as an auto mechanic. We
need to map out the high school years as
a “career pathway” that lays a foundation
for what will serve our sons and daughters
well as adults.

If college is in their future, there are
certain course requirements that must be
met. If college is not in their future, there
are still state requirements that must be
met and an emphasis on certain courses
important to the child’s future. Your state
Board of Education can provide you with
high school course requirements and your
state’s Board of Regents has a list of col-
lege entrance requirements.

2. Map out a course of study. The
average high school credit requires 100
hours of study. This study can be ac-
complished through textbooks or through
independent projects you devise yourself.
If using a nontraditional approach, you will
have to decide your own ‘course require-
ments” such as: What will this course
entail? What will have to be done for the
work to be considered completed? What
constitutes an A, B, or C, in this course?
Some parents gear the course work to
the PSAT, SAT, ACT, or achievement tests
and “teach to the tests,” others cover the
required number of course credits in a
way that best suits their family.

3. Devise a record keeping sys-
tem. You will need to devise some sort
of transcript that shows the number of
credits in each subject and the grades in
each course. The closer you can make
this look like a high school transcript, the
better. It also helps to keep a portfolio of
selected projects and a list of extracur-
ricular activities like church work, 4-H,
apprenticeship opportunities, etc.

4. Find out what your state home-
schooling organization offers. (In
Montana, we have had a state graduation
ceremony every year when the parents
issue their diplomas).

Reprinted with permission from
the 1997 Elijah Company catalog. For
a free copy of this catalog, contact The
Elijah Company, (888) 2ELIJAH www.

elijiahcompany.com

What About College)

Many homeschool students continue their
studies in colleges and universities across
the country. In fact it is common to find
younger homeschool students attend-

ing local universities to complement their
current home education programs, before
graduation.

Homeschool students that enter college
often discover that the first year of school-
ing contains many classes that cover
remedial material. This constitutes an
incredible waste of time and money. But
these classes can be avoided by utilizing
the College-Level Examination Program
(CLEP). By taking these placement tests,
it is possible for students to “CLEP” or
skip up to the first two years of college,
thereby saving precious tuition dollars and
advancing ahead of the competition. To
learn more about the CLEP program and
whether your college allows it, contact:

www.collegeboard.org

Entrance requirements into colleges vary
depending upon the policies established
by either the state or the university. In
the last number of years the number of
colleges actively seeking homeschooled
students has increased. The issue of the
student’s transcript has become less of a
factor.

In Montana, all public universities are part
of the Montana University System. The
U-System and its policies are under the di-
rection of the governor appointed Montana
Board of Regents.

Until recently the requirement for entry
into any Montana University required a
passing score on the G.E.D. and one
semester of probation with a full course
load. The entrance policy was changed in

For more information
on homeschooling in
Montana, check out the
web site of the Montana
Coalition of Home Edu-
cators:

www.mtche.org

January of 1999, and again in September
of 2010, to include a “satisfactory” score
on the ACT and/or SAT college entrance
exams, in lieu of the G.E.D.

Part of the current rules (of Policy 301)
are listed below:

I. General Policies: Student Respon-
sibilities:

A. Students must have graduated

from a high school accredited by the
state accrediting agency, OR have a
GED to be admitted to any campus of
the Montana University System. At the
discretion of the institution, for students
who complete their secondary edu-
cation through home schooling or at
unaccredited secondary schools, this
requirement may be met by “satisfac-
tory performance” on the ACT, SAT, or
a recognized testing instrument defined
in the Federal Register as indicative of a

«,

student’s “ability to benefit”.

Additional requirements can be found at
the Board of Regents web site: www.mus.

edu/borpol/bor300/301.pdf

Computer / 3D Design
Government / Legislative
Tutoring / Instruction

Specializing in 3D Alibre Design
Instruction

Learn about Montana lawmak-
ing and how our government
works.

Contact: Steve White
rswhitemt@gmail.com

ACE% READER

AWARD WINNING SOFTWARE
Reading Improvement « Reading Assessment
Reading Fluency = Vision Training = Speed Reading

Call us at: 1-800-ACE-READ (1-800-2233323)-
Download FREE DEMO: http:/iwww.AceReader.com
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Can Homeschoolers Enlist in the Military?

Yes, homeschoolers can enlist in the military as Tier 1 candidates (reserved for those who have graduated from high school or who have at least 15 college credit
hours). Prior to October 1998, homeschoolers were categorized with high school dropouts and GED recipients in the Tier Il category, were required to obtain a
GED, and often had difficulty in receiving the placement and positions they desired. In October 1998, Congress approved a five-year pilot program, which allowed
homeschoolers to be considered high school graduates and placed in Tier I. This pilot program expired on September 30, 2004. However, on January 21, 2005,
the Department of Defense authorized a new policy affirming that homeschoolers could be placed in Tier | without having to take a GED. This policy was set to
expire on September 30, 2011, but HSLDA is currently working with DoD officials to have it extended permanently.

Do Homeschoolers Experience any Problems Enlisting in the Military?

In most cases, no, as an increasing number of recruiters are familiar with the 2005 policy and homeschoolers. If a homeschool graduate can provide the recruiter
with a copy of his or her high school diploma, official transcripts, and proof of compliance with state law on homeschooling (as well as pass the regular physical
test like all enlistees), homeschoolers usually have no problem enlisting. In the few cases where recruiters are confused about the DoD’s policy towards home-
schoolers, a letter from HSLDA clarifying the policy and affirming that a child has earned his or her high school diploma solves the problem.

Under no circumstances should you have your homeschool graduate obtain his or her GED, because the military will use this to automatically place your child as
a Tier Il enlistee.

What are the requirements for a homeschool graduate enlisting in the military?

The graduate must have been homeschooled during the last nine months of his or her academic year. In other words, he or she can’t have dropped out of his or
her homeschool program.

The homeschool graduate must pass the ASVAB (with a 50 or above) and the AIM test.

The homeschool graduate must provide a copy of his or her highschool diploma. (Note: a professional-looking diploma, like that provided by HSLDA, seems to
most easily satisfy the recruiters).

You must provide a high school transcript that is clear and concise. Notarization is recommended. You must also provide transcripts from other institutions at-
tended.

Homeschool graduates must show that they were homeschooler under their state’s laws (for example, providing a copy of their notice of intent to homeschool let-
ters from their highschool years).

For more detailed information, see HSLDA's article, “Enlisting Help.” http://www.hslda.org/docs/nche/lssues/M/Military_Enlistment.asp

In the Fall of 2011, President Obama signed the National Defense Authorization Act (H.R. 1540) into law. HSLDA was successful in ensuring that Congress in-
cluded the following section which guarantees equal treatment for homeschool graduates who enlist in the Armed Forces:

SEC. 532. POLICY ON MILITARY RECRUITMENT AND ENLISTMENT OF GRADUATES OF SECONDARY SCHOOLS.

(a) EQUAL TREATMENT FOR SECONDARY SCHOOL GRADUATES.—

(1) EQUAL TREATMENT.—For the purposes of recruitment and enlistment in the Armed Forces, the Secretary of a military department shall treat a graduate
described in paragraph (2) in the same manner as a graduate of a secondary school (as defined in section 9101(38) of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7801(38)).

(2) COVERED GRADUATES.—Paragraph (1) applies with respect to person who—

(A) receives a diploma from a secondary school that is legally operating; or

(B) otherwise completes a program of secondary education in compliance with the education laws of the State in which the person resides.

(b) POLICY ON RECRUITMENT AND ENLISTMENT.—Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall prescribe
a policy on recruitment and enlistment that incorporates the following:

(1) Means for identifying persons described in subsection (a)(2) who are qualified for recruitment and enlistment in the Armed Forces, which may include the use
of a non-cognitive aptitude test, adaptive personality assessment, or other operational attrition screening tool to predict performance, behaviors, and attitudes of
potential recruits that influence attrition and the ability to adapt to a regimented life in the Armed Forces.

(2) Means for assessing how qualified persons fulfill their enlistment obligation.

(3) Means for maintaining data, by each diploma source, which can be used to analyze attrition rates among qualified persons.

(c) RECRUITMENT PLAN.—As part of the policy required by subsection (b), the Secretary of each of the military departments shall develop a recruitment plan that
includes a marketing strategy for targeting various segments of potential recruits with all types of secondary education credentials.

(d) COMMUNICATION PLAN.—The Secretary of each of the military departments shall develop a communication plan to ensure that the policy and recruitment
plan are understood by military recruiters.

HSLDA will be monitoring the implementation of this section. Until the Pentagon creates a new policy to implement this law, however, homeschool applicants con-
tinue to be eligible for enlistment in the military under the Pentagon’s pilot program that was extended until September 30, 2012.
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Merging

Christian

with the

of
‘Homeschooling

A Proven
PreK-12
Classical
Christian
Liberal Arts

Curriculum-—
Blending Online
Resources, Books,
and On-Site Learning

Perfect For Homeschooling,
Academies, Co-Ops, and Schools

Marshall y-

education group

nguage can o i ities and ;Sbssibn ities ,or'y

Free Ground Shipping (877) 368-2434
Mention offer code: phs711

on your Homeschool order
g RosettaStone.com/phs711

when you buy now? Offer expires September 30, 2011 RosettaStone @

©2011 Rosetta Stone Ltd. Al rights reserved. This Is a promoticnal offer from Rosetta Stone Ltd. and cannot be combined with any other offer. *Offer applies to
Rosetta Stone Homeschool products only, purchased directly from Rosetta Stone, and includes free ground shipping within the U.S. Offer expires on 09/30/2011.
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obtained in most states.

Many parents considering home education for their children begin their search for information using their computers at home. By plugging

into the internet and doing simple searches (www.google.com, www.yahoo.com, etc) using keywords such as HOMESCHOOL, HOME EDU-
CATION, etc you quickly discover hundreds, if not thousands of sites that can provide many answers. And for families already homeschool-
ing their children, the internet provides ample material to answer questions as they pop up.

Statistics continue to show that a high majority of homeschooling families have computers in their homes, and use them regularly. And many
of these computers are used to ‘surf’ for information on the net.

In addition to finding resources, many discover that local ‘support groups’ have posted web pages that include names and addresses of
other homeschooling parents/leaders. Events and contests are regularly posted in many areas. Legislative information can also be easily

The internet, when used properly, can be a rich wealth of information. But always remember that as easy as it is to find beneficial material on
the net, it is just as easy to stumble onto harmful material. Using the internet should be a family endeavor.

In the event that your family does not own a computer, most libraries provide computers for public use. Also, many eateries and coffee shops
offer free wireless services to their customers who have laptops.

To help you get started, below and on the following pages, are lists of internet sites that contain valuable information on home education.
And if you are a seasoned internet user, there may be a few new sites to add to your ‘bookmark’ list. As experienced users know, this is but
a snapshot of what is really ‘out there’.

A Beka Book - For School And
Homeschool
www.abeka.com

Simply Music
www.simplymusic.com

Bob Jones University Press
www.bju.edu/press/home.html

Calvert School’s
www.calvertschool.org

Christian Liberty Academy
www.homeschools.org

Scholars Online
www.scholarsonline.org

Dive into Math & Science
www.diveintomath.com

Discount Homeschool Supplies
www.dhss.com

Memoria Press
WWWw.memoriapress.com

Grace and Truth Books
www.graceandtruthbooks.com

GreatScopes Microscopes
www.greatscopes.com

Greenleaf Press
www.greenleafpress.com/

Holt GWS
www.HoltGWS.com
www.fun-books.com

Home Education & Family Services
www.HomeEducator.com/HEFS/

Home Grown Familes
www.homegrownfamilies.com

Home School Legal Defense Associa-
tion
www.hslda.org

The HomeSchool.com
www.thehomeschool.com

Homeschool Digest
www.HomeSchoolDigest.com

Homeschool World
www.home-school.com

Timberdoodle
www.timberdoodle.com

Home Training Tools
www.hometrainingtools.com

Apologia Educational Ministries
www.apologia.com

The Learnables Foreign Language
Courses
www.learnables.com

KONOS Curriculum
www.konos.org

Montana Coalition of Home Educators
www.mtche.org

Nallenart
www.nallenart.on.ca

National Home Education Research
Institute

www.nheri.org

Practical Homeschooling Magazine
www.home-school.com

Saxon Publishers, Inc.
www.saxonpub.com

Sycamore Tree Homeschool and
Catalog
www.sycamoretree.com

Teaching Home
www.teachinghome.com

Vision Forum
www.visionforum.com

Wisdom’s Gate Home Page
www.wisgate.com

Yes, Phonics
www.yesphonics.com
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ABEKA BOOK
PO Box 19100
Pensacola, FL 32523
1-850-478-8933. Complete cur-
riculum. Textbooks & materials.
Correspondence. K-12.
www.abeka.com

ACCELERATED CHRISTIAN EDU-

CATION (A.C.E))
www.aceministries.com Full cur-
riculum. K-12.

ALPHA OMEGA PUBLICATIONS

804 N. 2nd Avenue East, Rock Rap-

ids, IA51246 800-682-7391
Christian curriculum. K-12.

Wwww.aop.com

AMERICAN CHRISTIAN ACADEMY
P.O. Box 805, Anderson, CA 96007.
(916)365-2950. Home School
Program.
www.acacademy.com

AMERICAN EDUCATION CORP.
7506 N. Broadway Extension
Oklahoma City, OK 96007
(405)840-6031 A+dvanced Learn-
ing System
www.amered.com

AMERICAN SCHOOL
866-260-7221.
www.americanschoolofcorr.com
High school correspondence pro-
gram.

AUDIO MEMORY
501 CIiff Drive
Newport Beach, CA 92663
(800) 365-SING
www.audiomemory.com

Resomeces, Resornces, Ruomets. ..

BLUEPRINT EDUCATION
1717 W. Northern Ave Suite 104
Phoenix, AZ 85021
623-748-4029
www.blueprinteducation.org

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY PRESS
Department E-22, Greenville, SC
29614. 1-800-845-5731. Christian
curriculum. Textbooks and teachers
manuals. K-12.
www.bjupresshomeschool.com

BRIDGESTONE ON-LINE ACADEMY
300 N. McKemy Avenue, Chandler,
AZ 85226-2618. 1-800-682-7396.
Computer based education using
Switched-On Schoolhouse multi-
media curriculum. E-mail: bola@
switched-onschoolhouse.com Web-
site: www.switched-onschoolhouse.
com/bola

CADRON CREEK CHRISTIAN CUR-
RICULUM
4329 Pinow Altos Road Silver City,
NM 88061
www.cadroncreek.com

CALVERT SCHOOL
105 Tuscany Road, Baltimore, MD
21210. (410)243-6030 (Extension:
3308) or (4410)366-0674 (FAX).
Full curriculum. K-8.
www.calvertschool.org

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY ACADEMY
502 West Euclid Avenue, Arlington
Heights, IL 60004. 1-800-832-2741.
(708)259-8736. Full curriculum.
K-12.
www.christianlibertyacademy.com

CHRISTIAN LIGHT EDUCATION
1066 Chicago Avenue (P.O. Box
1126), Harrisonburg, VA 22801-
1126. (703)434-0750. Full curricu-
lum. Mennonite-approved books.
Science equipment. www.clp.org

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS INTERNA-
TIONAL
3350 East Paris Avenue., S.E.,
Grand Rapids, MI 49512. 1-800-
635-8288. Christian textbooks.
K-12.
www.clp.org

CLONLARA SCHOOL HOME

BASED EDUCATION PROGRAM
1289 Jewett, Ann Arbor, MI 48104.
Eclectic curriculum.
www.clonlara.org

CORNERSTONE CURRICULUM

PROJECT
David Quine, 2006 Flat Creek
Place, Richardson, TX 75080.
(214)235-5149. Hands-on math
and science. Music and art appre-
ciation. K-6.
www.cornerstonecurriculum.com

CROWN COLLEGE
8700 College View Dr
St. Bonifacios, MN 55375
952-446-4100
www.crown.edu

EHARVEY
Getting your homeschooled child
into a top university - online courses
914-232-3161
www.eharvey.org

FOUNDATION FOR AMERICAN
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
PO Box 9588
Chesapeake, VA 23321. 1-800-
352-3223. A complete classical and
biblical curriculum.
Website: www.face.net

GOOD SCIENCE
Education for the Real World, P.O.
Box 177, New Home, TX 79383.
(806)799-0804. Discovery science
modules. K-12.

GREEK & STUFF
P.O. Box 882, Moline, IL 61266-
0882. (309)796-2707. Fax: 796-
2706. www.greeknstuff.com
Used Curriculum

GRIGGS UNIVERSITY
12501 Ole Columbia Pike
Silver Springs, MD 20904
301-680-5170

www.griggs.edu

HEART OF DAKOTA PUBLISHING
Christ centered learning from our
heart to yours
www.heartofdakota.com

HEIRS ONLINE
1-979-695-2665
www.heirsonline.com
Educational and instructional re-
source services

HOME ED SHOPPER
Site that helps find the right cur-
riculum
www.homeedexpert.com
www.homeedshopper.com

HOME STUDY INTERNATIONAL
P.O. Box 4437, Silver Springs, MD
20904-0437. (301)680-6570. Full
curriculum. K-12.

HOME SCIENCE TOOLS
665 Carbon Street
Billings, MT 59102
www.homesciencetools.com
Catalog of homeschooling supplies

INSIGHT TECHNICAL EDUCATION
Topics for a technical world
877-640-2256
www.insightteched.com
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KEYSTONE NATIONAL HIGH-
SCHOOL
KC Distant Learning
420 W. 5th Street, Bloomsburg, PA
17815
www.keystonehighschool.com

KING’S COLLEGE
1-888-969-7200
www.tkc.edu

KNOWLEDGE HEADQUARTERS
6713 N. Oliphant Ave
Chicago, IL 60631
Website: www.e-tutor.com

LANDRY ACADEMY
Christ centered live online classes
www.landryacademy.com

LEARNABLES FOREIGN LAN-
GUAGE COURSES
12220 Blue Ridge Blvd, Ste G
Grandview, MO 64030
816-765-8855
Foreign Language Courses

MATH-U-SEE
706-937-5556
A manipulative-based, K-12 math-
ematics curriculum.

MEMORIA PRESS
Classical christina education for all
ages
877-862-1097
WWW.memoriapress.com

MERRIAM WEBSTER
Age appropriate school references
www.merriam-webster.com
www.wordcentral.com

MPSEOC
www.montanacolleges.org

NO GREATER JOY MINISTRIES
1000 Pearl Road,
Pleasantville, TN 37033
www.nogreaterjoy.org

OAK MEADOW SCHOOL

(802)251-7250. Full-service cur-
riculum supplier. K-12.
www.oakmeadow.com

ONLINE READING TEACHER

Intrepid Group, Inc

1331 Red Cedar Circle

Fort Collins, CO 80524
415-391-8579

Pecci beginning reading series
www.onlinereadingteacher.com

PARADIGM ACCELERATED CUR-
RICULUM

PO Box 810

Zephyr, TX 76890
325-649-0976

www. pacworks.com

POWER-GLIDE

1682 W. 820 N
Provo, UT 84601-1308
www.power-glide.com

QUEEN HOME SCHOOL

Charlotte Mason style language arts
for all ages

1-888-695-2777
www.queenhomeschool.com

QUARTER MILE MATH

Barnum Software

1910 Lyon Avenue
Belmont, CA 94002
www.thequartermile.com

ROD AND STAFF PUBLISHERS

PO Box 3, Crockett, KY 41413.
(606)522-4248. Christian school-
books. www.rodandstaffbooks.com

ROSETTA STONE

Language learning products.
877-368-2434 www.rosettastone.
com

Resomeces, Resornces, Ruomers. ..

SAXON MATH
1-800-289-4490. Systematic
mastery math textbooks, tests, daily
lessons, and solutions manuals.
K-12+.
www.saxonpublishers.hnmhco.com

SCHOLARS ONLINE
Classical christian education for the
college bound student
www.scholarsonline.org

SCHOOL OF TOMORROW
P.O. Box 299000, Lewisville, TX
75029-9000. 1-800-925-7777.
Complete A.C.E. curriculum.
www.schooloftomorrow.com

SETON HOME STUDY SCHOOL
1350 Progress Drive Front Royal,
VA 22630. 540-636-9990. Catholic
home school program.
www.setonhome.org

SONLIGHT
Inspire love of learning and promote
family closeness.
www.sonlight.com

SHURLEY ENGLISH
Better English from noun up
1-800-566-2966
www.shurley.com

SYCAMORE TREE
2179 Meyer Place, Costa Mesa, CA
92627. 800-779-6750. Full-service
curriculum provider. K-12.
www.sycamoretree.com

TEEN DRIVE AMERICA
5000 Katy Mills Circle #453
Katy, TX 77494
www.teendriveamerica.com

THE RIGGS INSTITUTE
21106 479th Avenue, White, SD
57276 605-693-4454
Writing Road to Reading, Phonics
www.riggsinst.org

TIME 4 LEARNING
6300 NE 1st Ave Suite 203 Ft Lau-
derdale, FL 33334
www.time4learning.com

TIMBERDOODLE
1510 E. Spencer Lake Road
Shelton, WA 98584
800-478-0672
www.timberdoodle.com

WEAVER CURRICULUM
Integrated curriculum. K-6.
www.aophomeschooling.com

WRITE GUIDE
www.writeguide.com
Writing program on the web

WRITE SHOP
5753 Klusman Ave
Alta Loma, CA 91737
www.writeshop.com

p gz. z.

APOLOGETICS PRESS
230 Landmark Drive
Montgomery, AL 36117
334-272-8558
www.apologeticspress.org

ART EXTENSION PRESS
www.artextensionpress.com

BALL STICK BIRD PUBLICATIONS
PO Box 429
Williamstown, MA 01267
www.ballstickbird.com

BEALLS’ LEARNING GAMES
866-657-1180
www.beallslearninggames.com
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BEAUTIFUL FEET BOOKS
www.bfbooks.com

BUDGETEXT HOME EDUCATION
PO Box 1487
Fayetteville, AR 72702
888-451-2006
www.budgetext.com

CHRISTIAN BOOK DISTRIBUTORS
Box 6000, Peabody, MA 01961-
6000. (508)977-4500. Catalog.
Discount Christian books.

COBBLESTONE PUBLISHING
1-800-821-0115
Content reading at its best!
Nonfiction social studies and
science magazines for young
readers ages 7-15
www.cobblestonepub.com

CHRISTIAN LIBERTY PRESS
502 W. Euclid Avenue
Arlington Heights, IL 60004
www.christianlibertypress.com

CHRISTIAN LIGHT EDUCATION
PO Box 1212-N3
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

www.clpcle.com

COBBLESTONE PUBLISHING
30 Grove Street, Suite C
Peterborough, NH 03458
www.cobblestonepub.com

CONSERVATIVE BOOK CLUB
33 Oakland Avenue
Harrison, NY 10528-9947
www.conservativebookclub.com

HOMESCHOOLING TODAY
P.O. Box 436 Barker, TX 77413
www.homeschoolingtoday.com

HOME SCHOOL DIGEST
Dept HSMT, P.O. Box 374
Covert, Ml 49043
www.HomeSchoolDigest.com

Asd Evesn Mere Resownces

HOME SCHOOL LEGAL DEFENSE
ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 3000, Purcellville, VA
20134. (540)338-5600. Website:

www.hslda.org

MANTLE MINISTRIES

140 Grand Oak Drive, San Anto-
nio, TX 78232. (512)490-BEAR.
Richard “Little Bear” Wheeler’s free
catalog. www.mantleministries.
com

MEMORIA PRESS
4603 Poplar Level Road
Louisville, KY 40213
502-966-9115
www.memoriapress.com

NATIONAL HOME EDUCATION RE-
SEARCH INSTITUTE
P.O. Box 13939, Salem, OR 97309.
(503)364-1490. Fax: (503)364-

2827. www.nheri.org

NO GREATER JOY
1000 Pearl Road
Pleasantville, TN 37147
www.nogreaterjoy.org

PRACTICAL HOME SCHOOLING
PO Box 1190
Fenton, MO 63026
(636)225-6221 Home school
Magazine edited by Mary Pride.
www.home-school.com

PROGENY PRESS
200 Spring Street, Suite A
Eau Claire, WI 54703
WWW.progenypress.com

Testing

AMERICAN COLLEGE TESTING
PROGRAM (ACT)
www.actstudent.org

BOB JONES UNIVERSITY PRESS
Testing & Evaluation Service,

Greenville, SC 29614-0062. 1-800-

845-5731. lowa Test of Basic
Skills. www.bju.edu

Mise

BIG SKY BIBLE CAMP
501 McCaffery Road
Bigfork, MT 59911
406-837-4864
www.bigskybiblecamp.org

CAMP BIGHORN
321 Hwy 135 South
Plains, MT 59859
Summer homeschool outdoor
camps and trips
www.campbighorn.com

CLARK CANYON BIBLE CAMP
250 Camp Traill
Dillon, MT 59725
www.clarkcanyonbiblecamp.org

GEORGE FOX UNIVERSITY
414 N. Meridan
Newberg, OR 97132
503-538-8383
www.georgefox.edu

FAMILY LEARNING SERVICES
Learning enrichment programs.
ADD/ADHD - Dyslexia - PDD PSAT/
SAT preparation
PO Box 9, Junction City, OR 97448
541-998-5735
www.familylearningservices.com

MONTANA BIBLE COLLEGE
3625 S. 19th Avenue
Bozeman, MT 59718
www.montanabiblecollege.edu

Special Needs

549 25th Street

Ogden, UT 84401

801-621-8606

Since 1979 have been dedicated to
helping children with special needs.

www.nacd.org

NATHHAN (NATional cHallenged
Homeschoolers Associated Net-
work)
208-267-6246
www.nathhan.com

For more information on
homeschooling in Mon-
tana, check out the web
site of the Montana Coali-
tion of Home Educators:

www.mtche.org
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Beaverhead

Linda Marsh

2 South Pacific

Ste #7 Dillon MT 59725-4000
(406) 683-3737 (Phone)

(406) 683-3769 (Fax)
Imarsh@beaverheadcounty.org

Big Horn

Vickie Gale

PO Box 908

Hardin MT 59034

(406) 665-9820

(406) 665-9738
vgale@bighorncountymt.gov

Blaine

Valerie White

PO Box 819

Chinook MT 59523

(406) 357-3270

(406) 357-2199
vwhite@blainecounty-mt.gov

Broadwater

Doug Ellis

515 Broadway

Townsend MT 59644

(406) 266-9215

(406) 266-3674
treas@co.broadwater.mt.us

Carbon

Jane Swanson-Webb
Box 116

Red Lodge MT 59068
(406) 446-1301

(406) 446-9155
treasurer@metnet.mt.gov

Carter

Tracey Walker

PO Box 352
EkalakaMT 59324-0352
(406) 775-8721

(406) 775-8703
twalker@mt.gov

Cascade

Patricia Boyle

121 4th St N Suite1A

Great Falls MT 59401

(406) 454-6776

(406) 454-6778
pbovle@cascadecountymt.gov

Chouteau

Mary Lou Tweet

Box 459

Fort Benton MT 59442
(406) 622-3242

(406) 622-3028
mtweet@mt.gov

Custer

Doug Ellingson

1010 Main Street

Miles City MT 59301

(406) 874-3421

(406) 874-3452
D.Ellingson@co.custer.mt.us

Daniels

Joan Bjarko

PO Box 67

Scobey MT 59263
(406) 487-2651

(406) 487-5432
danielssupt@gmail.com

Dawson

Jayne Mitchell

207 West Bell St

Glendive MT 59330-1616

(406) 377-3963

(406) 377-2022
mitchellj@dawsoncountymontana.com

Deer Lodge

Ann Morani

800 South Main
Anaconda MT 59711
(406) 563-9178
(406) 563-5476

No Email

Fallon

Don Schillinger

Box 846

Baker MT 59313

(406) 778-8158

(406) 778-2048
fallonschools@falloncounty.net

Fergus

Rhonda Long

712 West Main

Lewistown MT 59457

(406) 535-3136

(406) 535-2819
suptofschool@co.fergus.mt.us

Flathead

Jack Eggensperger

800 South Main

Kalispell MT 59901

(406) 758-5723

(406) 758-5850
jeggensperger@flathead.mt.gov

Gallatin

Matthew Henry

311 West Main, Room 107
Bozeman, MT 59715

(406) 582-3090

(406) 582-3093
matthew.henry@gallatin.mt.gov

Garfield

Heather Gibson

Box 28

Jordan MT 59337
(406) 557-6115

(406) 557-6115
gcsupt@midrivers.com

Glacier

Darryl Omsberg

1210 East Main

Cut Bank MT 59427
(406) 873-2295

(406) 873-9103
darrydo@bresnan.net

Golden Valley

Craig Mattheis

107 Kemp

Ryegate MT 59074

(406) 568-2342

(406) 568-2428
treasurer@goldenvalleymt.org

Granite

Vicki Harding

Box 520 220 N Sansome
Philipsburg MT 59858
(406) 859-9831

(406) 859-3817
vharding@co.granite.mt.us

Hill

Maureen Odegard

315 4th Street

Havre MT 59501

(406) 265-5481

(406) 265-5487
odegardm@co.hill.mt.us

Jefferson

Anika McCauley
PO Box H

Boulder, MT 59632
(406) 225-4114
(406) 225-4149

amccauley@jeffersoncounty-mt.gov

Judith Basin
Jennifer Taylor

PO Box 307
Stanford MT 59479
(406) 566-2277
(406) 566-2211
jtaylor3@mt.gov

Lake

Carolyn Hall

106 4th Avenue East
Polson MT 59860
(406) 883-7262

(406) 883-7283
lacosupt@lakemt.gov

Montana Guide to Home Education - Copyright (C) 2020 - Middle Creek Publishing Company


mailto:lmarsh@beaverheadcounty.org
mailto:swatts@co.bighorn.mt.us
mailto:lstroh@co.blaine.mt.gov
mailto:treas@co.broadwater.mt.us
mailto:jscott@metnet.mt.gov
mailto:schools@co.cascade.mt.us
mailto:mtweet@mt.gov
mailto:D.Ellingson@co.custer.mt.us
mailto:dcsupt@midrivers.com
mailto:falloncc@midrivers.com
mailto:suptofschool@co.fergus.mt.us
mailto:msheffels@flathead.mt.gov
mailto:mfitzgerald@metnet.mt.gov
mailto:gcsupt@midrivers.com
mailto:treasurer@midrivers.com
mailto:jhusbyn@co.granite.mt.us
mailto:jpeevey@mt.gov
mailto:lacosupt@lakemt.gov

Page 26

Lewis & Clark

Katrina Chaney

316 N Park Ave, Room 221
Helena MT 59623

(406) 447-8344

(406) 447-8398
kchaney@lccountymt.gov

Liberty

Kathy Armstrong

PO Box 684

ChesterMT 59522

(406) 759-5216

(406) 759-5996
supt@libertycountymt.gov

Lincoln

Nancy Higgins

418 Mineral Avenue
Libby MT 59923
(406) 283-2401
(406) 283-2453
nthiggins@libby.org

Madison

Pam Birkeland

PO Box 247

Virginia City MT 59755
(406) 843-4280

(406) 843-5261

pbirkeland@madisoncountymt.gov

McCone

Nita Crockett

PO Box 180

Circle MT 59215

(406) 485-3590

(406) 485-2689
mctreas@midrivers.com

Meagher

Dayna Ogle

PO Box 309

White Sulphur Sprgs MT 59645
(406) 547-3023

(406) 547-3388
dogle@meaghercounty.mt.gov

Mineral

Mary Yarnall

PO Box 100

Superior MT 59872

(406) 822-3529

(406) 822-3579
myarnall@co.mineral.mt.us

Missoula

Erin Lipkind

438 West Spruce

Missoula MT 59802-4106
(406) 258-3349

(406) 258-3973
elipkind@missoulacounty.us

Musselshell

Kathryn Pfister

506 Main Street

Roundup MT 59072

(406) 323-1470

(406) 323-3303
css@co.musselshell.mt.us

Park

Jo Newhall

414 East Callender
Livingston MT 59047
(406) 222-4148

(406) 222-4199
cosupt@parkcounty.org

Petroleum

Pam Bevis

PO Box 226

Winnett MT 59087
(406) 429-5551

(406) 429-6328
petco@midrivers.com

Phillips

Darlene Kolczak

PO Box 138

Malta MT 59538

(406) 654-2010

(406) 654-1213
superintendent@phillipscounty.mt.gov

Pondera

Lynne Utterback

20 4th Ave SW
Conrad MT 59425
(406) 271-4055

(406) 271-4070
cntysupt@3rivers.net

Powder River
Molly Lloyd

Box 718

Broadus MT 59317
(406) 436-2488
(406) 436-2151
mlloyd@prco.mt.gov

Powell

Rick Duncan

409 Missouri Ave Suite 201
Deer Lodge MT 59722
(406) 846-2757

(406) 846-3891

No Email

Prairie

Jamie Smith

PO Box 566

Terry MT 59349

(406) 635-5577

(406) 635-5576
treasurer@prairiecounty.org

Roosevelt

Jeri Toavs

400 2nd Avenue South
Wolf Point MT 59201

(406) 653-6266

(406) 653-6203
jtoavs@rooseveltcounty.org

Ravalli

Regina Plettenberg
215 South 4th Suite C
Hamilton MT 59840
(406) 375-6551

(406) 375-6554
rplettenberg@rc.mt.gov

Richland

Gail Anne Staffanson

201 West Main

Sidney MT 59270

(406) 433-1608

(406) 433-3731
gstaffanson@richland.org

Rosebud

Lisa Blevins

PO Box 407

Forsyth MT 59327

(406) 346-2537

(406) 346-7319
Iblevins@rosebudcountymt.com

Sanders

Carol Turk

Box 519

Plains MT 59859

(406) 826-4288

(406) 826-4288
cturk@co.sanders.mt.us

Sheridan

Lindsey Brensdal

100 West Laurel Ave
Plentywood MT 59254-1699
(406) 765-3403

(406) 765-2609
record_supt@co.sheridan.mt.us

Silver Bow

Cathy Maloney

155 W. Granite Rm 315
Butte MT 59701

(406) 497-6215

(406) 497-6328
cmaloney@bsb.mt.gov

Stillwater

Judy Martin

Box 1139

Columbus MT 59019

(406) 322-8057

(406) 322-1118
suptofschools@stillwater.mt.gov
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Sweet Grass

Susan Metcalf

PO Box 1310

Big Timber MT 59011-1310
(406) 932-5147

(406) 932-5112

sgcountysuperintendent ahoo.com

Teton

Cathy Sessions

PO Box 610

Choteau MT 59422
(406) 466-2907

(406) 466-2138
tetoncosupt@3rivers.net

Toole

Boyd Jackson

226 1st Street South
Shelby MT 59474
(406) 424-8322
(406) 424-8321
totreas@3rivers.net

¥ HI

Rll OI

Montara County Superintendunts of Sclools

Treasure

Tamara Kimball

PO Box 429

Hysham MT 59038-0429
(406) 342-5545

(406) 342-5445
treasurer@rangeweb.net

Valley

Lynne Nyquist

501 Court Square #2
Glasgow MT 59230

(406) 228-6226

(406) 228-9027
Inyquist@valleycountymt.net

Wheatland

Susan Beley

PO Box 637

Harlowton MT 59036
(406) 632-4816

(406) 632-4873
wcesupt@itstriangle.com

Wibaux

Patricia Zinda

Box 199 Wibaux MT 59353
(406) 796-2481

(406) 796-2625
recorder@wibauxcounty.net

Yellowstone

Sherry Long

PO Box 35022

Billings MT 59107

(406) 256-6933

(406) 256-6930
slong@co.yellowstone.mt.gov

Montana law (20-5-109(5) MCA)
requires that a parent annually notify
their county superintendent of schools
that they intend to home educate their
children. As discussed in the legal

Dz&@ M)IA PU BLISHING

requirements section, this is one of
the necessary components to exempt
a child between the ages of 7 and

16 from compulsory attendance (in a
public school).

The county superintendent of
schools is different than the local
school superintendent. The county
superintendent is an elected position,
and the school superintendent is hired
by the local public school district board
of trustees.

The school board’s authority is
limited to the the operation of the local
public school district. It is important to
understand the difference in order to
avoid confusion.

The county superintendent’s office
is typically in the county courthouse, in
the county seat (city).

It is important to meet your local
county superintendent. They are elect-
ed officials and their doors are open to
the benefit of educating parents.

A HARDBOUND BOOK
AVAILABLE FROM
SHEPHERD PRESS.

VISIT
WWW.SHEPHERDPRESS.COM
TO PURCHASE YOUR COPY NOW!
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